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24/7 NEW JERSEY RAMP DETOURS START NEXT WEEK

Ramp Closures/Detours Scheduled to Begin Monday, Feb. 18
On Portions of I-295/NJ Route 29 Interchange
Round-the-Clock Restrictions Will Allow for Second Roundabout Construction;
New Travel Patterns at Interchange to Remain in Place 18 Weeks

EWING, NJ – Portions of the I-295/NJ Route 29 interchange (Exit 76) on the New Jersey side of the Scudder Falls Bridge, will be closed to traffic 24/7 for 18 consecutive weeks starting Monday, Feb. 18, the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission announced today.

Three interchange traffic movements (SEE ATTACHED MAP) will be subjected to detours:

· Access to Route 29 SB from I-295 NB (last exit in NJ) – Detour: Proceed across the Scudder Falls Bridge for a U-turn at the Taylorsville Road interchange (Exit 10) in Pennsylvania, taking I-295 SB across the bridge for connection with Route 29 SB via the first New Jersey exit ramp and the downstream roundabout. 
· Access to Route 29 NB from I-295 EB/SB (first NJ exit after crossing the Scudder Falls Bridge from Pennsylvania) – Detour: Continue along I-295 SB to Exit 73A (Scotch Road North), use the exit’s loop ramps to make a U-turn onto I-295 NB for return to the Route 29 interchange (Exit 76) and the ramp to Route 29 NB.
· Access from Route 29 NB/SB to I-295 NB/WB and the Scudder Falls Bridge into Pennsylvania – Detour:  Proceed into the downstream roundabout and use the ramp for I-295 SB, proceed Exit 73A (Scotch Road North), use the exit’s loop ramps to make a U-turn onto I-295 NB and travel across the bridge to I-295 WB in Pennsylvania.
.
The uninterrupted ramp closures and detours are needed to allow for construction of a roundabout on the upstream side of the I-295/Route 29 interchange. This will be the second roundabout at the interchange.  Last year, a roundabout was constructed and put into service on the interchange’s downstream side. The two roundabouts are one facet of the 4-1/2-year-long Scudder Falls Bridge Replacement Project currently underway within a 4.4-mile-long construction zone at the New Jersey-Pennsylvania border.

Work crews are expected to begin implementing the closures and detours approximately 6 a.m. Presidents’ Day, Monday, Feb. 18.  The first commuter traffic day with the new travel patterns will be Tuesday, Feb. 19.

Because of possible delays as people adjust to the ramp closures and detours, motorists are advised to allow extra time to reach their destinations if they plan to use the Scudder Falls Bridge or travel through the I-295/Route 29 interchange early next week.  Residual peak-period travel impacts also might arise at the Taylorsville Road and Scotch Road interchanges.   
The ramp closures/detours are scheduled to continue until June 24.  Initial traffic delays in and around the interchange should subside once affected commuters adapt to the ramp closures/detours by altering their schedules or travel routes.

The aforementioned scheduled travel restrictions are subject to change due to weather, emergency, traffic, and equipment/materials mobilization considerations.  Motorists are urged to allow extra time to reach their destinations, and to reduce speeds and exercise caution when travelling through project work areas.

Note:  Due to the rerouting of I-95 across the PA Turnpike/NJ Turnpike Delaware River Bridge last year, the former orphan segment of I-95 in Bucks County, PA and Mercer County, NJ has be redesignated as I-295.  Accordingly, I-295 is designated as eastbound and westbound in Pennsylvania and southbound and northbound in New Jersey.

More information on the Scudder Falls Bridge Replacement Project is available at www.scudderfallsbridge.com.

Detour Map Available as JPG and PDF files.
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