Hopewell

% or millennia, people throughout the world have
been concerned about the overuse and depletion of
our natural resources. Many of these resources have
fallen victim to overuse as a result of societal
demands and it seems as if we are only now beginning to
realize the consequences of our actions.

Like many New Jersey communities in the mid-to-late
1890s, Hopewell Township was challenged with the variety
of pressures that come with growth. Some of these pres-
sures came from environmental interest groups that were
saying that the township needed to be a better steward of
its natural resources, especially given the growth potential
of this rural, 60-square-mile community.

We Listened What did we do? We listened! Qur geclogy was
inventoried, and traditional zoning was revised to a capacity-
based zoning system where lot sizes complement the natural
ability of the underlying geology 10 recharge groundwater in
order to ensure depletion does not occur, Large enough ot
sizes also help ensure that polivtion of groundwater due to
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septic systems is minimized. This initial effort to protect our
groundwater resources was followed by:

« bans on lawn irrigation using well water;

* additional well-testing protocols to ensure wells on lots
neighboring new development would not be impacted;

« locating storm water management facilities over geolog-
ic fractures to maximize groundwater recharge;

e use of narrower road pavements and encouragement of
banked parking to minimize new impervious lot cover-
age, and to maximize recharge potential;

= use of water quality swales in lieu of curbed roadways as
natural ways to filter storm water runoff;

* and, finally, protection of stream corridors.

Lead by Example Growth continued into the 2000s. Along
with that growth came ongoing efforts by the township to
educate its residents on how they might support positive
changes in the enviranment. The local Stony Brook

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and the township partnered in a demonstration effort which resulted in the consteuction of a -

porous pavement parking facility on the municipal campus.
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Millstone Watershed Association
(SBMWA), for example, made attempts
to encourage developers to use new
pavement technologies which support
groundwater recharge. At the time,
there was littie interest in the develop-
er community for using such material
because of the lack of a proven track
record. So, the township felt the best
way to solve the dilemma was to lead
by example. This involved some risk
and considerable funding.

The New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and the township
partnered in a demonstration effort
which resulted in the construction of a
porous pavement parking facility on
the municipal campus. This effort has
resuited in demonstrations by township
staff to many interested parties, in both
the public and private sector, on how
porous pavement works. it has also led
to the construction of porous pavement
trails, sidewalks, and a 300-space park-
ing lot on the Merrill Lynch campus.
Porous pavement is now an accepted
technology used statewide.

GOING “GREEN" IS A
COMMITMENT MUCH LIKE
A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE;
IT REQUIRES PERSISTENCE
AND DISCIPLINE.

Key Initiatives What's next? In 2002,
Hopewell Township piloted SBMWA's
Project for Municipal Excellence.
Through that program SBMWA staff
worked with officials in Hopewell to
conduct a comprehensive review of the
township’s ordinances. SBMWA pre-
sented the township with a “Taking the
Next Steps” report that outlines a num-
ber of measures we could implement to
better protect natural resources. That
report has served as a guiding docu-
ment, and the township has imple-
mented a number of its recommenda-
tions. For example, we passed a stream
corridor protection ordinance in 2004.
Qur partnership with the SBMWA
continued with reviews of the design
standards in our Land Use Ordinance.
Rather than engaging the developer
commiunity in after-design-is-complete
negotiations on how a site design
could be made more sustainable, we

with the town’s new hybrid vehicle.

feft that it would be more appropriate
to advance a set of Land Use Design
Standards. These standards, if com-
plied with, would result in designs
that would maximize the opportunity
for sustainable practices, such as
increasing solar potential, maximizing
recycling, and maximizing pedestrian
activity, With funding from the Associ-
ation of New Jersey Environmental
Commissions (ANJEC), the township
engaged Rutgers University Center for
Green Building to provide technical
assistance in rewriting our design
standards, This effort has been com-
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pleted, with the final component
being a rewrite of parking standards
to employ “maximum® criteria in con-
trast to “minimum® criteria found in
most land use ordinances.

The New Jersey Clean Energy Pro-
gram has created great opportunities
for everyone in New Jersey. Hopewell
Township has applied for and secured
funding for installation of a solar array
at our Public Works facility. We've also
used energy audits to help pinpoint
improvements to our public buildings
that, once completed, will provide the
greatest return on our investment-—
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always a prudent public policy. Our
solar array was installed inside a storm
water management basin to minimize
use of site area and to maximize public
exposure. The more opportunity for
the public to see firsthand such sustain-
able opportunities, the more informed
they will become and, hopefully, the
more likely they will be to employ such
strategies in their own lives!

Thus far generally unrecognized is

the work of the township's Environ-
mental Commission—a group of com-
mitted volunteers who have worked
tirelessly for 35 years to preserve the
natural resources of the township and
to encourage sustainable lifestyles.

EQ Challenge Their most recent effort
is the "EQ Challenge,” an energy con-
servation campaign that aims to raise
residents’ “energy Intelligence” and
trim their carbon footprint through
friendly competition. The Commission,
in partnership with ANJEC and with
funding from the Board of Public Utili-
ties, will recognize participants who
reduce their household energy con-
sumption most with “bragging rights”
and other incentives. The EQ Challenge
encourages people to reduce energy

use and the associated release of
greenhouse gases to the degree neces-
sary to prevent potentiaily catastrophic
and irreversible climate change.

Other efforts of our Envirenmental
Commission include updated woodland
protection regulations and the upcom-
ing final reiease of the new Environ-
mental Resource inventory, as well as
their active scrutiny of all development
applications within the township.

The Environmental Commission has
also recently expanded the township’s
capabilities to monitor its water
resources. A system to observe any
trends in surface water flow and
ground water levels has been set up
under the supervision of the United
States Geological Survey (USGS). Fund-
ing for the project was provided by
Hopewell Township and a grant from
the Delaware River Greenway Partner-
ship (DRGP) operating in conjunction
with the National Park Service through
the National Wild and Scenic River
Management Program.

The system includes three ground
water level monitoring wells equipped
with electronic data loggers and six
stream flow monitors featuring stainiess
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steel \-notch gauges. Initial data collec-
tion, quality assurance and quality con-
trol, and posting of the data under the
auspices of the United States Geological
Study {USGS) has begun. The data are
expected to be collected and posted on
the USGS web site for the foreseeable
future, and will be a useful resource in
assuring the long-term maintenance
and protection of water resources in the
township and the region.

Grow Local In addition, Hopeweil Town-
ship supports "Grow Local” efforts—
where purchase and use of local foods
are encouraged by the entire commu-
nity through local farm stands, local
farmers markets and the Township
Agriculture Advisory Board. small lot
agriculture is being evaluated along
with other ideas designed to reduce
automohile use.

A local purpose tax for both open
space and trail construction has been
approved by the taxpayers. Preserva-
tion of open spaces and historic trea-
sures has long been a priority of the
community. Making these amenities
accessible through public access trails
is just another way we hope to
encourage sustainable lifestyles.

Hopewell Township’s effort in sustain-
ability is shared by others in the com-
munity. The Hopewell Valiey Regional
Board of Education recently won the
New Jersey Clean Educator award from
the Clean Energy program. Many of
the town’s largest employers—such as
Bristol Myers-Squibb, Janssen Pharma-
ceutica and Merriil Lynch—have invest-
ed heavily in sustainable practices.
All these programs are showcased '
on Hopewell Township's website
(www.hopewelltwp.org). '

Many residential land owners have
also invested significantly in sustain-
able practices. These residential efforts
are not individually showcased on our
website at this time for privacy rea- .
sons, but are in the process of being
summarized—by each effort type—
and will be posted on our’website in
the near future.

Staying Green Going "Green” is a .
commitment much like a healthy :
lifestyle; it requires persistence and |
discipline. But given the ever-chang- :
ing structure of municipal govern-:
ments, where it is sometimes easier to'|
“table” an effort than to stay the
course, this is no small feat. 4 g




