July 13, 2010
Sustainable Land Use Pledge

Discussion and Process Summary

The Hopewell Township’s Sustainable Land Use Pledge is a continual work-in-progress and was
adopted as the Green Design Criteria and Ordinance Development mission statement. It began
with the NJDEP Living Greener Grant Effort and public hearings for green living during which
there was heavy public participation. Community members have partaken in Environmental
Commission meetings as well as Green Team activities. The Township’s Green Team continues
to seek out new ways to improve sustainable living and modifies the Sustainable Land Use
mission statement as found on the township website’s Living Greener resource Guide.

MISSION STATEMENT: Land use ordinances are each community’s regulatory guide to
land development. These ordinances are created under the New Jersey Municipal Land Use
Law which dictates what each ordinance may include. Hopewell Township contracted with
Rutgers Center for Green building (RCGB) to research and propose green design criteria for
incorporation into the township’s existing land use ordinances for commercial and residential
development.

By creating land use ordinances that include sustainable design elements, land development
will be guided toward sustainable practices. It is recognized that obligating developers to
comply with criteria such as LEEDS™ as a pre-requisite to receipt of land use approvals,
goes beyond the scope of the New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law. However, by including
sustainable land use design elements into sections of the land use ordinance that can be
waived as a matter of law, will drive sustainable thought and stimulate regular conversation
on sustainable practices. Such thought and conversation will help drive changes leading to a
more sustainable movement.

RCGB collaborated with the Project Team which included representatives from the
Environmental Commission, Planning and Zoning Boards, and Township planning and legal
professionals. The Township Administrator/Engineer converted the Project Team’s
recommendations into ordinance format. The Project Team presented ordinances to the
Township Planning Board with a recommendation to adopt. The Project Team publicized this
effort and hosted hearings on the subject which led to revisions that were again advanced to
the Planning Board for consideration.

In its latest review, the Planning Board has requested a final set of changes to the documents
to include sustainable elements into the new Design Standard section entitled Sustainable
Design and has also requested existing sections be completely rewritten to include other
sustainable practices such as establishing maximum parking criteria rather than “minimum:
criteria.



