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March 4, 2009 
 
Mr. Paul Pogorzelski 
Township Administrator 
201 Washington Crossing-Pennington Road  
Titusville, New Jersey 08560-1410 
 
Re: Jacob’s Creek Bridge, Woolsey Creek Bridge 
 
Dear Mr. Pogorzelski: 
 
In a special meeting of the Hopewell Preservation Commission on February 28th, 2009, at 
11:00 am the following items were discussed: 
 
Jacob’s Creek Bridge 
 
The HPC is reluctantly accepting the relocation of the historic King Truss Bridge over Jacob’s 
Creek primarily out of concern for public safety and that suggested alternatives to reinforce 
the existing bridge would greatly compromise the historic integrity of the bridge.  The HPC is 
encouraged by opportunity offered by the county to weigh in on aesthetic considerations for 
the bridge.  The HPC viewed photographs of several bridges located in neighboring Somerset 
County and looks forward to a conversation with County officials as to the viability of some 
of those designs.  The HPC believes that their should be a common design language of 
bridges located within Hopewell Township, particularly of the two new bridges proposed at 
Jacobs and Woolsey Creeks, and that recent bridge construction within the township lacks a 
degree of sensitivity or design aesthetic.  The HPC wants to advance the concept of an 
environmentally friendly bridge that enhances the view shed of the Jacob’s Creek locale.  
Additionally, appropriate signage marking the prior location of the historic bridge and the 
route of Washington’s army across Jacobs Creek should be strongly considered.  The HPC 
has concerns about the potential increase of traffic on Bear Tavern Road and its effects on the 
National Historic District of Harbourton and advocates the conveyance of a right of way to 
Hopewell Twp so that they may institute traffic calming measures as a means of protection for 
the houses and residents located therein.  The HPC desires an oversight role in the relocation 
and restoration of the King Truss Bridge at the Alliger tract as is dictated by our inclusion of 
this bridge in our local register of historic places in 2001. 
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Woolsey Creek Bridge 
 
 
The bridge over Woolsey Creek was originally utilized for the Mercer-Somerset Railroad.  
There exist remnants of the stone arch and abutment that, dependent upon the reconfiguration 
of the roadways should either remain intact as a relic or possibly relocated nearby with 
appropriate interpretive signage to demarcate the history of the area and the railway.  The 
HPC’s position has changed on this due to the desire not to deleteriously effect the neighbors 
immediately adjoining the roadway including the historic Woolsey but also the properties 
located westerly of that property realizing that the alignment would severely impact those 
front yards.  The HPC also believes that these time honored pathways should remain in their 
original configurations as much is safely possible. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
M. James Hayden III 
Chair, Hopewell Township Historic Preservation Commission 
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