
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO.1
UNION FIRE COMPANY AND RESCUE SQUAD

THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2012

CALL MEETING TO ORDER/STATEMENT OF PROPER NOTICE - Chairman 
Chipowsky called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM stating that the notice of the meeting had been 
posted on the municipal bulletin board and forwarded to the Hopewell Valley  News and The 
Trenton Times, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG - Chairman Chipowsky
led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

ROLL CALL BY CHAIRMAN - Those answering the roll call of Chairman Chipowsky:

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman Chipowsky, Vice-Chairman Lenarski, Treasurer 
    Cseremsak, Secretary Orlandi, Commissioner Kintzel 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None

OFFICERS PRESENT: Second Assistant Captain Ferrara (151), Chief Burd (53), Deputy 
    Chief Soganic  (153), Ex-Chief Kintzel (53), President Swanson 
    (53/153), Captain Butterfoss (53), Chief Matthew Martin (50/159)

PROFESSIONALS:  Attorney Hart

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA)
None

NEW BUSINESS

RESOLUTION NO. 2012-28
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF FIREFIGHTING TURN OUT 

GEAR THROUGH STATE CONTRACT VENDOR MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY 
SERVICES

Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached.

Motion by Commissioner Kintzel, seconded by Treasurer Cseremsak to adopt the resolution as 
read.

DISCUSSION:
None
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MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTION NO. 2012-29

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE APPLICATION FOR 
MATTHEW V. MANCUSO FOR MEMBERSHIP INTO THE N.J. STATE FIREMEN’S 

ASSOCIATION
Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached.

Motion by Vice-Chairman Lenarski, seconded by Commissioner Kintzel to adopt the resolution 
as read.

DISCUSSION:
None

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTION NO. 2012-30

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE APPLICATION FOR 
RYAN K. PEDERSEN FOR MEMBERSHIP INTO THE N.J. STATE FIREMEN’S 

ASSOCIATION
Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached.

Motion by Vice-Chairman Lenarski, seconded by Commissioner Kintzel to adopt the resolution 
as read.

DISCUSSION:
None

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTION 2012-31

AUTHORIZING COLLABORATION WITH HAMILTON TOWNSHIP FIRE 
DISTRICT NO. 3 FOR 2011 FEMA-AFG (ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT)
GRANT FUNDING TO SUPPORT THE PURCHASE OF NEW COMMUNICATIONS 

EQUIPMENT FOR PERSONNEL AND VEHICLES
Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached.
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Motion by Vice-Chairman Lenarski, seconded by Treasurer Cseremsak to adopt the resolution as 
read.

DISCUSSION:
Chief Martin explained the need for the resolution and the amount of the funding to be paid by 
the district and the amount to be paid by the grant.  There was discussion on the status of the 
system.

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTION 2012-32

A RESOLUTION DETERMINING THE FORM AND OTHER DETAILS OF $379,000 
FIRE DISTRICT BONDS OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF FIRE 

DISTRICT NO. 1 IN THE TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL, IN THE COUNTY OF 
MERCER, NEW JERSEY, AND PROVIDING FOR THEIR SALE AND DELIVERY

Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached.

Motion by Commissioner Kintzel, seconded by Treasurer Cseremsak to adopt the resolution as 
read.

DISCUSSION:
Chief Martin explained the need for the resolution and the upcoming meeting of the Local 
Finance Board seeking approval to borrow funds to purchase SCBA units and radios.

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTION 2012-33

A RESOLUTION AWARDING VENDORS AS PART OF A COOPERATIVE PRICING 
PROGRAM

Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached.

Motion by Commissioner Kintzel, seconded by Treasurer Cseremsak to adopt the resolution as 
read.

DISCUSSION:
Chief Martin and Attorney Hart provided the Board with a detailed update on the status of the 
SCBA Bid, Local Finance Board approval, and the status of the Bond.  Chief Martin, Attorney 
Hart, and the Board discussed the method of award for the Cooperative Pricing Program.  
Members of the Board, Chief Martin, and Chief Burd discussed the options involved in the bid 
specifications.

3



MOTION CARRIED

TREASURER’S REPORT

BILLS & CLAIMS
Summary read by Treasurer Cseremsak 

BILLS & CLAIMS
Authorized cash disbursements requiring approval for payment of bills in the following amounts:

Bill List: $36,453.68

Payroll Ending: July 14, 2012 $29,918.68

DCRP Ending:

Total Disbursements: $66,372.36

Motioned by Treasurer Cseremsak, seconded by Secretary Orlandi to adopt the bills and claims 
as read.

DISCUSSION:
Chief Martin reported on notable payments made as part of the bill list. 

MOTION CARRIED

OFFICERS REPORTS
Chief Martin reported that  he had supplied information at the request of Hopewell Township 
Administration related to the possible Trenton Water Works Settlement.  Chief Martin explained 
the possible impacts of the proposed settlement.

Chief Martin reported that the brakes on Engine 53 had been repaired.

Chief Martin reported on a water study working group meeting that had occurred.  Chief Martin 
reminded those in attendance that the public presentation would be scheduled for sometime in 
September/October.  Chief Martin provided the Board with highlights from the water study 
meeting.

Chief Martin reminded the Board that a discussion needs to occur regarding a member of the 
Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad and is related to LOSAP.

Chief Burd reported on the recent off-duty death of a member and the fire companies’ response 
to the event.

Chief Burd reported that he met with the officers of the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad 
and have provided the water study consultants with his recommendations for water resources 
improvements.
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Chief Burd reported that ambulance 159-1 has gone out of service permanently and he would 
like to take the opportunity to bring back to the board’s attention the need to replace ambulances 
within the district.   Chief Martin explained the cause for the ambulance being removed from 
service.  Chief Burd, Deputy Chief Soganic, and the board discussed the possible replacement of 
ambulances and the licensing of ambulances.

PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA)
Second Assistant Captain Ferrara representing the Pennington First Aid Squad provided the 
squad’s most recent calls for service statistics.

Second Assistant  Captain Ferrara advised that his squad was not technically able to participate in 
the radio grant; however, the other two emergency medical services agencies were able to 
participate as they are fire department based.  Captain Ferrara is requesting the board’s 
consideration of assisting the squad by  purchasing the needed radios.  Captain Ferrara and the 
board discussed the need for the radios.  Chief Martin requested that pricing be provided off the 
NJ State Contract.

Commissioner Kintzel advised the Board that he requested Chief Martin contact the insurance 
broker to determine if any coverage was available under the accident, sickness, and health policy 
for the recent off-duty death of a member of the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad. Chief 
Martin advised that he had forms that needed to be completed by the member’s family.  Chief 
Burd and Commissioner Kintzel will follow up with the family.

Treasurer Cseremsak thanked all valley agencies for assisting with the Hopewell Township 
Police Department  Youth Police Academy.

Commissioner Kintzel advised that he is in receipt of a LOSAP hardship request from a member 
of the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad and he has requested additional information from 
the member.

Vice-Chairman Lenarski advised that he and the Hopewell Valley  Uniformed Fire Fighters 
Association are working on an awards program.

Vice-Chairman Lenarski reported that he and Specialist Wilson of the Hopewell Valley 
Emergency Services Unit attended a meeting of the NJ Fire Safety Commission.

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION
Chairman Chipowsky advised that the Board was entering executive session and formal action 
will take place upon return to open session.

Motion by Treasurer Cseremsak and seconded by Vice-Chairman Lenarski at 8:18 PM.
MOTION CARRIED

After the Board opened the regular session of the meeting, Chairman Chipowsky advised that the 
Board had considered a LOSAP hardship for a member of the Union Fire Company and Rescue 
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Squad.  Chairman Chipowsky asked for a motion to permit the hardship.  Treasurer Cseremsak 
provided the motion and Secretary Orlandi seconded with all members in favor of granting the 
hardship.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Treasurer Cseremsak  and seconded by Secretary Orlandi to adjourn the meeting at 
8:21 PM.
MOTION CARRIED
 

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew Martin
Chief of Emergency Services
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