
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO.1

HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING

THURSDAY, AUGUST 9, 2012

CALL MEETING TO ORDER/STATEMENT OF PROPER NOTICE - Chairman 
Chipowsky called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM stating that the notice of the meeting had been 
posted on the municipal bulletin board and forwarded to the Hopewell Valley  News and The 
Trenton Times, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG - Chairman Chipowsky
led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

ROLL CALL BY CHAIRMAN - Those answering the roll call of Chairman Chipowsky:

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman Chipowsky, Vice-Chairman Lenarski, Treasurer 
    Cseremsak

MEMBERS ABSENT: Secretary Orlandi, Commissioner Kintzel

OFFICERS PRESENT: First Assistant Captain Muccioli (151), Second Assistant Captain 
    Ferrara (151)

PROFESSIONALS:  None

MINUTES SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL
Motion by Vice-Chairman Lenarski, seconded by Treasurer Cseremsak to accept the June 28, 
2012 minutes as presented.
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED

Motion by Vice-Chairman Lenarski, seconded by Treasurer Cseremsak to accept the July 12, 
2012 minutes as presented.
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA)
None

NEW BUSINESS

RESOLUTION 2012-34

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN AND SECRETARY  OF THE 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS, HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO. 

1, TO EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH METRO 
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EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE SERVICE FOR THE EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM

Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached.

DISCUSSION:
Chief Martin expalined that the renewal was in the same form as previous years.

MOTION CARRIED

TREASURER’S REPORT

BILLS & CLAIMS
Summary read by Treasurer Cseremsak 

BILLS & CLAIMS
Authorized cash disbursements requiring approval for payment of bills in the following amounts:

Bill List: $62,104.97

Payroll Ending: July 28, 2012 $32,400.08

DCRP Ending: $7.84

Total Disbursements: $94,512.89

Motioned by Treasurer Cseremsak, seconded by Vice-Chairman Lenarski  to adopt the bills and 
claims as read.

DISCUSSION:
Chief Martin reported on notable payments made as part of the bill list. 

MOTION CARRIED

OFFICERS REPORTS
Chief Martin reported that  the annual First Assembly of God Spaghetti Dinner will occur on 
October 20, 2012.

Chief Martin reported that the water study presentation will occur on September 19, 2012.

Chief Martin reported that hose testing has been completed.

Chief Martin reported that an axle seal on Engine 53 has been repaired.
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Chief Martin reported that ambulance 159-1 has been placed at the Hopewell Township Public 
Works.  The Department of Health seals have been removed along with the license plates and 
insurance.

Chief Martin reported that the replacement tanker 52 has been ordered.

Chief Martin reported that one appeal remains before the Construction Board of Appeals for fire 
code violations at  a township business.  The second appeal has been vacated by the business 
owner.

Chief Martin reported on professional services being conducted by Stark and Stark related to the 
SCBA bid and questions that  had arisen related to the award of the bid.  Chief Martin also 
discussed the status of the bond with the Board.

Chief Martin reported that Chief Burd would like to discuss the possibility of an emergency 
appropriation to replace ambulances, however both Chief Burd and Attorney Hart are not 
available.

Chief Martin requested permission to conduct a screening process to create a list for future 
appointments to the position of Emergency  Services Specialist. Chief Martin also requested 
permission to evaluate the current part-time listing to remove employees that have not been 
active.  The Board provided its approval in both matters.

Chief Martin advised that he would be away and to contact Lieutenant Schulman if needed.

Chief Martin reminded the Board that an Executive Session is needed to discuss a LOSAP 
hardship and an insurance matter.

PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA)
First Assistant Captain Muccioli representing the Pennington First Aid Squad provided the 
squad’s most recent calls for service statistics.

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION
Chairman Chipowsky advised that the Board was entering executive session and formal action 
will take place upon return to open session.

Motion by Treasurer Cseremsak and seconded by Vice-Chairman Lenarski at 7:22 PM.
MOTION CARRIED

After the Board opened the regular session of the meeting, Chairman Chipowsky advised that the 
Board had considered a LOSAP hardship for a member of the Union Fire Company and Rescue 
Squad.  Chairman Chipowsky asked for a motion to permit the hardship.  Treasurer Cseremsak 
provided the motion and Vice-Chairman Lenarski seconded with all members in favor of 
granting the hardship.
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ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Treasurer Cseremsak  and seconded by Vice-Chairman Lenarski to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:28 PM.
MOTION CARRIED
 

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew Martin
Chief of Emergency Services
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