
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO.1

HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2012

CALL MEETING TO ORDER/STATEMENT OF PROPER NOTICE - Chairman 
Chipowsky called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM stating that the notice of the meeting had been 
posted on the municipal bulletin board and forwarded to the Hopewell Valley  News and The 
Trenton Times, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG - Chairman Chipowsky  led 
those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

ROLL CALL BY CHAIRMAN - Those answering the roll call of Chairman Chipowsky:

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Chairman Chipowsky, Vice-Chairman Lenarski, Commissioner Kintzel, *Commissioner Lynch

**Commissioner Lynch after being appointed during the meeting.    

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Treasurer Cseremsak  

OFFICERS PRESENT:
Deputy Chief Varrasse (152), Chairman Morehouse (HBFD), Deputy Chief Kreamer (51), 
Captain Schmitt (151), Assistant Captain Muccioli (151), Second Assistant Captain Ferrara 
(151), Chief Burd (53), Deputy Chief Malkiewicz (53), Deputy Chief Soganic (153), Captain 
Beninato (153), President Swanson (53/153)

PROFESSIONALS: 
Kevin Hart (Attorney for the Board)

MINUTES SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL

Motion by  Vice-Chairman Lenarski, seconded by Commissioner Kintzel to adopt the regular and 
executive session minutes from September 6, 2012 as presented.

MOTION CARRIED

Motion by  Vice-Chairman Lenarski, seconded by Commissioner Kintzel to adopt the regular and 
executive session minutes from September 20, 2012 as presented.

MOTION CARRIED
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**There were not enough commissioners present to move the meeting minutes from September 
27, 2012.  Vice-Chairman Lenarski indicated a possible problem with the drafting of the meeting 
minutes as presented for October 11, 2012 and October 18, 2012.  Chairman Chipowsky 
indicated the minutes would be reviewed and or re-submitted at a future meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT

BILLS & CLAIMS
Summary read by Commissioner Kintzel: 

BILLS & CLAIMS
Authorized cash disbursements requiring approval for payment of bills in the following amounts:

Bill List: $48,462.70

Payroll Ending: November 17, 2012 $28,448.78

Payroll Ending: December 1, 2012 $28,596.89

DCRP Ending: December 1, 2012 $7.84

Total Disbursements: $105,516.21

Motioned by Commissioner Kintzel, seconded by Vice-Chairman Lenarski to adopt the bills and 
claims as read.

DISCUSSION:
None

MOTION CARRIED

OFFICERS REPORTS
Chairman Chipowsky indicated that Chief of Emergency Services was absent.

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION
Chairman Chipowsky advised that the Board was entering executive session.

Motion by Vice-Chairman Lenarski, seconded by Commissioner Kintzel.
MOTION CARRIED

The Board entered executive session to interview 3 candidates for the position of interim fire 
commissioner.

The Board re-entered public session.

2



RESOLUTION 2012-44

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING AN INTERIM FIRE COMMISSIONER
Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
None

MOTION CARRIED

Chairman Chipowsky swore in Mr. Timothy Lynch as an interim fire commissioner.

Chairman Chipowsky asked for nominations to fill the position of Board Secretary.  

A motion by Chairman Chipowsky, seconded by Vice-Chairman Lenarski to appoint 
Commissioner Kintzel to serve as Fire District Secretary.

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA)
None

NEW BUSINESS 
RESOLUTION 2012-45

A RESOLUTION AMENDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENTS
Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
The resolution as presented did not contain a record of vote.  The resolution will be changed to 
record a roll call vote.

MOTION CARRIED

R E S O L U T I O N NO. 2012-46

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES FOR 2013
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Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
Secretary Kintzel explained the meeting dates to those in attendance.

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTION 2012-47

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE LIST OF PART-TIME EMPLOYEES TO WORK 
FOR THE HOPEWELL VALLEY EMERGENCY SERVICES UNIT

Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
The Board discussed the resolution will need to be amended in the immediate future to remove 
Mr. Timothy Lynch from the part time list.

MOTION CARRIED WITH ONE ABSTENTION 
Commissioner Lynch abstained from voting on the resolution.

The Board postponed the reading of the budget introduction resolution until the arrival of 
Chairman Morehouse from the Hopewell Borough Fire District.

PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA)
Captain Schmitt representing the Pennington First  Aid Squad provided the squad’s most recent 
calls for service statistics.  Captain Schmitt reported on the Length of Service Awards Program 
(LOSAP) and the emergency medical services committee effort to make changes to the points 
criteria. The Board, Captain Schmitt, Deputy Chief Varrasse, and Chairman Morehouse 
discussed the LOSAP points criteria for emergency medical services and the efforts undertaken 
to review and possibly  change the LOSAP points criteria for emergency medical services. 
Captain Schmitt and the Board discussed the Department of Health licensing of ambulances in 
Hopewell Valley.  Chairman Chipowsky asked that the LOSAP points criteria discussion be 
returned to a committee.

** Vice-Chairman Lenarski asked to be excused from the meeting at 6:50 PM to attend a 
meeting at the Pennington Fire Company. 
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RESOLUTION 2012-48

A RESOLUTION INTRODUCING THE 2013 BUDGET
Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
Secretary Kintzel explained the amount of surplus to be used in the 2013 budget and explained 
the tax rate.  Secretary Kintzel answered questions on the budget.  The Board discussed the 
budget and answered questions on the budget.  Chairman Chipowsky expressed his appreciation 
for Secretary Kintzel’s efforts with the budget.

MOTION CARRIED

Chairman Chipowsky asked Chief Burd if he had a report.  Chief Burd did not have a report.

Chairman Chipowsky asked President Swanson to report on the generator at the Union Fire 
Company and Rescue Squad.  President Swanson reported to the Board on the status of the 
generator.  The Board and President Swanson discussed the generators and answered questions 
on the generator.  

Secretary Kintzel advised Chief Burd and Deputy  Chief Soganic to begin the bid specifications 
on the replacement ambulance.  The Board discussed the ambulance replacement with Chief 
Burd and Deputy Chief Soganic.  

Chairman Chipowsky asked if anyone in attendance had a matter to bring before the Board.  
Chairman Chipowsky asked Attorney Hart if he had a report  and Attorney Hart advised that he 
did not.

Chairman Chipowsky asked if there was a need for an executive session.  The Board did not 
enter an executive session.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Secretary Kintzel and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to adjourn the meeting at 
7:12 PM.
MOTION CARRIED
 

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew Martin
Chief of Emergency Services
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