
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO.1

HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2012

CALL MEETING TO ORDER/STATEMENT OF PROPER NOTICE - Chairman 
Chipowsky called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM stating that the notice of the meeting had been 
posted on the municipal bulletin board and forwarded to the Hopewell Valley  News and The 
Trenton Times, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG - Chairman Chipowsky  led 
those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

ROLL CALL BY CHAIRMAN - Those answering the roll call of Chairman Chipowsky:

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Chairman Chipowsky, Vice-Chairman Lenarski, Treasurer Cseremsak, Secretary Kintzel, 
Commissioner Lynch 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:
None

OFFICERS PRESENT:
Captain Schmitt (151), Assistant Captain Muccioli (151), Deputy Chief EMS Soganic (153), 
Chief Matthew Martin (50/159)

PROFESSIONALS: 
None

MINUTES SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL
None

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA)
None

NEW BUSINESS

Chief Martin reported that the officer’s reports had been removed from the agenda to allow for 
the shortened meeting. Chief Martin reported that the Fire District’s insurance coverage is ready 
to begin with the First Responders Joint Insurance Fund.  Chief Martin also reported that the new 
self contained breathing apparatus units had been delivered.  The adapters to hold the units for 
some of the fire apparatus will need to be changed before the units can go into service.  Chief 
Martin answered questions on the adapters.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2012-49

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS OF 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 TO EXECUTE A SHARED 

SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS OF 
HOPEWELL BOROUGH FIRE DISTRICT NO.1

Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
None

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTION NO. 2012-50
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF THREE PROPOSALS TO THE 

LEGALLY QUALIFIED VOTERS OF THE FIRE DISTRICT AT ITS ANNUAL FIRE 
DISTRICT ELECTION SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 16, 2013

Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
None

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTION 2012-51

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS OF 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 TO PASS A TEMPORARY BUDGET 

FOR THE YEAR 2013
Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
None

MOTION CARRIED
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RESOLUTION 2012-52

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS OF FIRE 
DISTRICT NO.1 OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL TO EXECUTE A SHARED 

SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL
Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
None

MOTION CARRIED

TREASURER’S REPORT

BILLS & CLAIMS
Summary read by Treasurer Cseremsak 

BILLS & CLAIMS
Authorized cash disbursements requiring approval for payment of bills in the following amounts:

Bill List: $190,015.53

Payroll Ending: December 15, 2012 $31,151.66

DCRP Ending:

Total Disbursements: $221,167.19

Motioned by Treasurer Cseremsak, seconded by Vice-Chairman Lenarski to adopt the bills and 
claims as read.

DISCUSSION:
Chief Martin reported on notable payments made as part of the bill list including the annual 
cascade service for Station 53, annual fire pump testing, Hopewell Borough Fire District 
payment #4, annual AED service, Hurst adapters for Station 53, radios for Squad 151, 
Pennington Borough Fire District payment #4, Pennington First Aid Squad payment #4, 
generator rental at Station 53, front tires for ambulance 153-2, Union Fire Company and Rescue 
Squad payment #4, and the membership  reimbursement for expenses payment for the Union Fire 
Company and Rescue Squad.

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA)
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Captain Schmitt representing the Pennington First  Aid Squad provided the squad’s most recent 
calls for service statistics.  The Board and Captain Schmitt discussed the calls for service.  
Captain Schmitt reported on a joint meeting with the other squads and fire companies. 

Chairman Chipowsky reported that the replacement tanker truck for Station 52 will be delivered 
and the Township Board holds the first right  of refusal on the existing tanker truck.  Chairman 
Chipowsky wanted to discuss if the existing tanker truck should be maintained in service in light 
of the findings of the Water Study.  The Board and Chief Martin discussed the truck and if it 
would be in a condition to remain in service.  The Board also discussed the Water Study  findings.   
The Board reported it  was interested in keeping the truck in service.  Chairman Chipowsky 
advised that he will discuss the matter with the Chief of Station 52.  

Chairman Chipowsky  asked if there was a need for an Executive Session. The Board did not 
enter into an Executive Session.  

Chief Martin reported that he was working on scheduling the joint meeting of the Hopewell 
Township Fire District, the Pennington Borough Fire District, and the Hopewell Borough Fire 
District.  The meeting is scheduled for January  24, 2013.  Chief Martin reported that members  of 
the newly  formed group of officers from the fire companies and first aid squads are planning to 
attend the joint board meeting.  

Commissioner Lynch reported that he has continued to look into emergency medical services 
billing for calls and has begun assembling documents for information gathering.  Chairman 
Chipowsky reported that in the new year a committee will be formed to look into emergency 
medical services billing.

Chairman Chipowsky wished everyone a happy holiday and a happy new year.

Vice-Chairman Lenarski thanked members of the Hopewell Valley Uniformed Fire Fighters 
Association for taking part in a clothing drive.  Vice-Chairman Lenarski also expressed his 
appreciation to Deputy Chief Soganic for the support provided by  the Union Fire Company and 
Rescue Squad on Christmas Day for the annual crossing of the Delaware River.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Treasurer Cseremsak and seconded by Secretary Kintzel to adjourn the meeting at 
7:20 PM.
MOTION CARRIED
 

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew Martin
Chief of Emergency Services
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