
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO.1

HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING

THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 2013

CALL MEETING TO ORDER/STATEMENT OF PROPER NOTICE - Chairman 
Chipowsky called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM stating that the notice of the meeting had been 
posted on the municipal bulletin board and forwarded to the Hopewell Valley  News and The 
Trenton Times, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG - Chairman Chipowsky  led 
those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

ROLL CALL BY CHAIRMAN - Those answering the roll call of Chairman Chipowsky:

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Chairman Chipowsky, Vice-Chairman Lenarski, Treasurer Cseremsak, Commissioner 
Lynch 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Secretary Kintzel 

OFFICERS PRESENT:
Battalion Chief Bailey (53), Captain Schmitt (151), Assistant Captain Muccioli (151), Second 
Assistant Captain Ferrara (151), Chief Matthew Martin (50/159)

PROFESSIONALS: 
None

MINUTES SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL
None

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA)
None

NEW BUSINESS
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RESOLUTION NO. 2013-11

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS OF 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 TO EXECUTE A SHARED 

SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON
Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
None

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTION 2013-12

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH 
PENNINGTON BOROUGH FOR BASIC LIFE SUPPORT SERVICES

Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
None

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTION 2013-13

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OF THE  BOARD OF FIRE 
COMMISSIONERS AND THE CHIEF OF EMERGENCY SERVICES TO CERTIFY 

THE DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY END OF YEAR REPORTS
Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
None

MOTION CARRIED
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TREASURER’S REPORT

BILLS & CLAIMS
Summary read by Treasurer Cseremsak 

BILLS & CLAIMS
Authorized cash disbursements requiring approval for payment of bills in the following amounts:

Bill List: $32,691.05

Payroll Ending:

Total Disbursements: $32,691.05

Motioned by Treasurer Cseremsak, seconded by Vice-Chairman Lenarski to adopt the bills and 
claims as read.

DISCUSSION:
Chief Martin reported on notable payments made as part of the bill list including bond attorney 
fees, the annual fee for the section 125 plan, the new boat motor for the Union Fire Company and 
Rescue Squad, the final generator rental bill, and the replacement fire alarm system at the Union 
Fire Company and Rescue Squad.

MOTION CARRIED

Chairman Chipowsky asked Chief Martin to change future agendas from old business to 
unfinished business. 

EMS Billing: Commissioner Lynch reported on a meeting attended by himself, Secretary 
Kintzel, Chief Martin, and Captain Schmitt at the Clinton NJ First Aid Squad.  Commissioner 
Lynch reported he met with the Hopewell Valley EMS Chiefs to discuss emergency medical 
services billing.

Emergency Services Specialist Hiring Process: Chief Martin reported that final interviews are 
scheduled.  Chief Martin answered question from the Board on the hiring process.

2013 Budget/Revenue: No report.

2013 Election: Chief Martin reported on the status of election preparations and asked for 
commissioners to open and close the election.

UFCRS Ambulance Replacement:  Chief Martin reported he will begin putting together bid 
specifications if the referendum question for the ambulance is supported by the voters.  
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OFFICERS REPORTS
Chief Martin reported that the new self contained breathing apparatus unit brackets have been 
installed in the fire district apparatus.  $2,962.75 was received as part of insurance claim for 
reimbursement for the generator rental at the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad.  The funds 
have been deposited into the general savings account.  Chief Martin reported that work is 
underway with pre-planning efforts for the Project Freedom and Sensors Unlimited projects.  
The Board asked questions of Chief Martin related to the Sensors Unlimited project. The NJ 
Department of Local Government Services has approved and returned the budget as introduced 
and the budget as adopted has been mailed to the Department of Local Government Services.  
153-2 has had new front tires installed with a front end alignment.  Training is continuing on the 
new self contained breathing apparatus units.  Chief Martin attended a meeting of the Hopewell 
Valley  Regional Emergency  Services Committee.  The Board questioned Chief Martin on the 
status of a vacant building in the township.

Battalion Chief Bailey reported on behalf of the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad that the 
new brackets have been installed in the apparatus for the new self contained breathing apparatus 
units. 2 members are taking part in ice rescue training.  Winches are being installed on the brush 
truck and utility truck.  Chief Bailey reported on turn out to 2 recent calls. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA)
Captain Schmitt of the Pennington First Aid Squad provided the Board his most recent calls for 
service statistics. Captain Schmitt expressed appreciation for the work by Chief Martin and 
Commissioners Lynch and Kintzel on meeting on the subject  of emergency medical services 
billing. Captain Schmitt reported on some of the joint efforts being undertaken by the valley 
emergency medical services agencies.  Second Assistant Captain Ferrara and Chief Martin 
reported on the status of emergency  medical services dispatching and answered questions from 
the Board. 

Chairman Chipowsky returned to the old business subject of the 2013 budget/revenue asking if 
there was something that needed to be addressed at the meeting. Chief Martin advised that the 
subject is present to maintain awareness of the issue. Chairman Chipowsky asked that 
membership be reminded about the upcoming election.  Commissioner Lynch reported that he 
attended a training session on self contained breathing apparatus units with the Hopewell Valley 
Emergency Services Unit.  Commissioner Lynch expressed his appreciation at being invited to 
attend. The Board discussed the status of the self contained breathing apparatus units with Chief 
Martin and Battalion Chief Bailey. 

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Treasurer Cseremsak and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to adjourn the meeting at 
7:25 PM.
MOTION CARRIED
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Respectfully submitted,

Matthew Martin
Chief of Emergency Services
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