
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO.1

HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING

THURSDAY, MAY 9, 2013

CALL MEETING TO ORDER/STATEMENT OF PROPER NOTICE - Chairman 
Chipowsky called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM stating that the notice of the meeting had been 
posted on the municipal bulletin board and forwarded to the Hopewell Valley  News and The 
Trenton Times, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG - Chairman Chipowsky  led 
those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

ROLL CALL BY CHAIRMAN - Those answering the roll call of Chairman Chipowsky:

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Chairman Chipowsky, Vice-Chairman Lenarski, Treasurer Cseremsak, Commissioner Lynch, 
Secretary Kintzel 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:
None

OFFICERS PRESENT:
Chief Varrasse (152), Second Assistant Captain Ferrara (151), Trustee Pollock (51), Chief Martin 
(159/50)

PROFESSIONALS: 
Attorney Hart

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA)
None

NEW BUSINESS

RESOLUTION 2013-22

A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING THE REVIEW OF THE ANNUAL REPORT OF AUDIT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2012

Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached
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DISCUSSION:
The Board thanked Chief Martin and his staff for the favorable audit.  Chief Martin discussed 
aspects of the audit with the Board and provided audit documents to the Board.

MOTION CARRIED 

RESOLUTION 2013-23

A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING EMERGENCY SERVICES WEEK
Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
None

MOTION CARRIED

TREASURER’S REPORT

BILLS & CLAIMS
Summary read by Treasurer Cseremsak 

BILLS & CLAIMS
Authorized cash disbursements requiring approval for payment of bills in the following amounts:

Bill List: $23,606.25

Payroll Ending: May 4, 2013 $31,291.37

Total Disbursements: $54,897.62

Motioned by Treasurer Cseremsak, seconded by Vice-Chairman Lenarski to adopt the bills and 
claims as read.

DISCUSSION:
Chief Martin reported on the notable items contained in the bill list including payment for an air 
conditioning repair and a electrical repair to ambulance 153-2, a starter replacement for 
ambulance 153-1, a Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad volunteer member physical, and 
uniforms for Hopewell Valley Emergency Services Unit employees.

MOTION CARRIED 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

EMS Billing: 
No report

Water Study:
Chief Martin reported he had requested a meeting with the Township  Administration related to 
the water study.  

UFCRS Ambulance Replacement:
Chief Martin reported he had the completed bid specifications and asked for an attorney  review 
of the document.  Chief Martin thanked all that assisted with the development of the bid 
specifications.  Chief Martin and the Board discussed the bid specifications and the funding of 
the ambulance purchase.

2014 Budget / Revenue:
No report.

Fire Code Fee Increases:
Chief Martin reported that the Hopewell Valley  Bureau of Fire Safety has been assigned a new 
local assistance representative by the NJ Division of Fire Safety.  Chief Martin advised that this 
individual would be conducting the required monitoring visit of the Hopewell Valley  Bureau of 
Fire Safety and that any fee changes should wait until the completion of the monitoring visit.

Year Ending 2012 Audit and LOSAP Review:
Chief Martin reported that the audit and LOSAP review had been completed and the matter can 
be removed from the unfinished business report. 

Secretary Kintzel reported on the status of LOSAP matters for the Union Fire Company and 
Rescue Squad and the Pennington First Aid Squad.

OFFICERS REPORTS
Chief Martin reported that he attended the audit exit conference.  Chief Martin has completed the 
NJ Division of Fire Safety  RIMS training and explained the RIMS system.  Chief Martin 
reported on the upcoming NJ Division of Fire Safety monitoring visit.   Chief Martin attended a 
meeting with Normandy Real Estate Partners related to fire responses to the Bank of America 
site.  Chief Martin reported on a computer software upgrade.  Chief Martin reported that a 
quarterly deposit of life hazard use fees received from the State of New Jersey had been 
completed into the fire safety account.  Chief Martin reported that Hopewell Valley Emergency 
Services Unit staff members had completed training in electrical hazards, gas monitoring, and 
emergency medical services helmet removal.  The required document for vendors paid in excess 
of $17,500.00 in the year ending 2012 has been posted to the web-site.  The audit  advertisements 
have been completed and forwarded to the State of New Jersey.  Chief Martin reported that the 
sprinkler system at the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad has been returned to service.  
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Chief Martin reported that he attended the Mercer County Firemans Association Memorial 
Service.  Chief Martin reported that the Township Committee will be passing a resolution in 
observance of emergency medical services week at an upcoming meeting. 

The Board asked Chief Martin to reach out to the leadership at the Union Fire Company and 
Rescue Squad requesting representation at meetings.

PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA)
Second Assistant Captain Ferrara representing the Pennington First Aid Squad provided the 
Board with the squad’s most recent calls for service statistics.  Captain Ferrara reported that work 
will be underway shortly with the new bunk rooms at the Pennington First Aid Squad. 

The Board discussed a proposed agreement from the Pennington Borough Fire District for the 
repayment of funds from the purchase of the self contained breathing apparatus units.  Chief 
Martin was asked to discuss certain questions related to the proposed agreement with the 
Pennington Borough Fire District.

Chief Martin reminded the Board to complete the required financial disclosure statements if they 
had not already done so.

Chief Martin reminded the Board that there will be a joint board meeting on 5-23-13.  Chief 
Martin was asked to advertise the 5-23-13 meeting to begin at 6:30 PM.

Chief Martin discussed a request to borrow the fire safety  trailer by the City  of Lambertville 
Board of Fire Commissioners.  

Chairman Chipowsky reminded those attending that the annual mothers day flower sales will be 
underway at the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad and the Pennington Fire Company.

Trustee Pollock representing the Pennington Fire Company reported that a clothing donation box 
has been located at the Pennington Fire Company.

Vice-Chairman Lenarski thanked Chairman Chipowsky for his work with the Hopewell Valley 
911 Memorial.

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION
Motion by  Treasurer Cseremsak, seconded by  Commissioner Lynch to enter executive session to 
discuss contractual matters and employee contracts at 7:25 PM.

ADJOURNMENT
The Board returned to open session at 8:28 PM.  Motion by Treasurer Cseremsak and seconded 
by Vice-Chairman Lenarski to adjourn the meeting at 8:28 PM.

MOTION CARRIED 
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Respectfully submitted,

Matthew Martin
Chief of Emergency Services
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