
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO.1

HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 2013

CALL MEETING TO ORDER/STATEMENT OF PROPER NOTICE - Chairman 
Chipowsky called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM stating that the notice of the meeting had been 
posted on the municipal bulletin board and forwarded to the Hopewell Valley  News and The 
Trenton Times, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG - Chairman Chipowsky  led 
those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

ROLL CALL BY CHAIRMAN - Those answering the roll call of Chairman Chipowsky:

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Chairman Chipowsky, Vice-Chairman Lenarski, Treasurer Cseremsak (arrived 7:31 PM), 
Secretary Kintzel, Commissioner Lynch
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:
None

CHIEF OFFICERS PRESENT:
Chief Varrasse (152), Captain Schmitt (151), Assistant Captain Muccioli (151), Second Assistant 
Captain Ferrara (151), President Swanson (53/153), Chief Burd (53/153), Deputy  Chief 
Malkiewicz (53/153), Deputy Chief Soganic (53/153), Chief Martin (50/159) 

PROFESSIONALS: 
None

MINUTES SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL
None

SPECIAL DISCUSSION
Chairman Chipowsky asked President Swanson from the Union Fire Company and Rescue 
Squad to present a report on the status of a replacement plan for a emergency power generator at 
the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad.  The discussion focused on the construction code 
requirements for the generator replacement and the possibility  of going from 2 generators to 1 
generator.  Chief Martin also provided details on the matter. The Board discussed the matter with 
President Swanson.

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA)

NEW BUSINESS
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RESOLUTION 2013-29

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN AND SECRETARY  OF THE 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS, HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO. 

1, TO EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH METRO 
EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE SERVICE FOR THE EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM
Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
None

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTION 2013-31

RESOLUTION DETERMINING THE FORM AND OTHER 
DETAILS OF $175,000 FIRE DISTRICT BONDS OF THE 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL, IN THE COUNTY 

OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY, AND PROVIDING FOR 
THEIR SALE AND DELIVERY

Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

DISCUSSION:
None

MOTION CARRIED

R E S O L U T I O N 2013-30

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT TO
NEW JERSEY EMERGENCY VEHICLE

FOR AN AMBULANCE
Copy of resolution and record of vote is attached

2



DISCUSSION:
Secretary Kintzel expressed his appreciation for the work of Chief Martin and Commissioner 
Lynch on the project.  Deputy  Chief Soganic expressed her appreciation for the efforts of 
Administrative Assistant Ocicki on the project.

MOTION CARRIED

TREASURER’S REPORT

BILLS & CLAIMS
Summary read by Vice-Chairman Lenarski 

BILLS & CLAIMS
Authorized cash disbursements requiring approval for payment of bills in the following amounts:

Bill List: $39,664.31

Payroll Ending: August 10, 2013 $31,790.62

Total Disbursements: $71,454.93

Motioned by Vice-Chairman Lenarski, seconded by Commissioner Lynch to adopt the bills and 
claims as read.

DISCUSSION:
Chief Martin reported on the notable items contained in the bill list  including the following: bond 
attorney fees, EMS central supplies, repairs to Engine 53 and Ambulance 153-2, a boat motor for 
the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad, the employee assistance program, turn out gear for 
a member of the Hopewell Valley Emergency Services Unit, turn out gear cleaning, a payment to 
the unemployment trust fund, office supplies, general representation legal fees, hydrant fees, and 
training reimbursements to the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad.

MOTION CARRIED 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

EMS Billing: 
The Board is awaiting a meeting with the Township Administration related to emergency medical 
services billing. 
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Water Study:
The Board is awaiting a meeting with the Township Administration related to an ordinance for 
water supply and the placement of stand-pipes.  Chief Martin reported the sample ordinance was 
provided to the Township Administrator for his review.  Chief Martin and the Board discussed 
the process for the approval of the ordinance.

UFCRS Ambulance Replacement:
The Board discussed the ambulance replacement with Chief Martin and Deputy Chief Soganic.

2014 Budget / Revenue:
Chief Martin presented a draft schedule for the budget work sessions. The Board discussed the 
matter with Chief Martin.  

Fire Code Fee Increases:
No progress has been made on the fire code fee increases.  

OFFICERS REPORTS

Hopewell Valley Emergency Services Unit:
Chief Martin reported on the following: a Zoning Board application for a cellular tower in the 
Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad response area, work that is underway to determine the 
true insurance replacement value for the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad, Engine 53 is 
out of service for an oil leak, Hopewell Valley Emergency Services Unit staff members 
conducted training on river operations, ropes and knots, and attended a valley wide walk through 
of the Sensors Unlimited project on Carter Road, overtime coverage is continuing on weekends 
at the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad, Chief Martin attended the Hopewell Valley 
Advisory  Board of Health meeting, and the budget work session dates have been presented.  
Chief Martin also reported on a problem with the vehicle exhaust system that is currently  out of 
service at the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad. 

The Board held an extensive discussion on the overtime weekend coverage including the 
Wildwood Firefighters Convention coverage with Chief Burd.  Chief Martin was asked to 
discuss a plan for weekend coverage with the valley fire chiefs.

Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad:
Chief Burd provided the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad most recent calls for service 
statistics.  Chief Burd reported on the condition of out of service members.  Chief Burd reported 
on a project involving students from Princeton University  that is underway to create 
computerized data for the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad.  Chief Burd reported on 
training and river responses.  Chief Burd reported that  work is underway to set  up joint  river 
training with other agencies that provide response to the river.  

Pennington First Aid Squad:
Captain Schmitt representing the Pennington First Aid Squad provided the Board with the most 
recent calls for service statistics.  Captain Schmitt reported on mutual aid responses.  Captain 
Schmitt reported on the emergency medical technician class that is beginning at the Pennington 
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First Aid Squad and it’s positive impact on volunteering in the community.  Captain Schmitt 
reported that  the sleeping quarters are approved.  Captain Schmitt  answered questions from the 
Board on the EMT training program.  

Hopewell Fire Department and Emergency Medical Unit:
Deputy Chief Varrasse representing the Hopewell Fire Department and Emergency Medical Unit 
reported on the building improvements and that the budget process is beginning.  

Pennington Fire Company:
No Report

PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA)
None

Chairman Chipowsky asked if there was any further business to bring before the Board.  Chief 
Martin requested an Executive Session to discuss personnel matters and Commissioner Lynch 
requested an Executive Session to discuss contractual matters.

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION

Motion by  Commissioner Lynch, seconded by  Treasurer Cseremsak to enter executive session to 
discuss contracted services at 7:40 PM.

MOTION CARRIED 

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Treasurer Cseremsak and seconded by Vice-Chairman Lenarski to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:16 PM.

MOTION CARRIED 

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew Martin
Chief of Emergency Services
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