
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING 
& JOINT MEETING WITH 

HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO.1 
PENNINGTON BOROUGH FIRE DISTRICT 
HOPEWELL BOROUGH FIRE DISTRICT !

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2013 !
CALL MEETING TO ORDER/STATEMENT OF PROPER NOTICE - Chairman 
Chipowsky called the meeting to order at 6:32 PM stating that the notice of the meeting had been 
posted on the municipal bulletin board and forwarded to the Hopewell Valley News and The 
Trenton Times, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.  
Chairman Chipowsky also indicated that notice of the change in time of the meeting was 
forwarded to the Hopewell Valley News and the Trenton Times in accordance with the Open 
Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975. !
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND SALUTE TO THE FLAG - Chairman Chipowsky led 
those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
!  
ROLL CALL BY CHAIRMAN - Those answering the roll call of Chairman Chipowsky: !
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Chairman Chipowsky, Vice-Chairman Lenarski, Treasurer Cseremsak (arrived 6:37 PM), 
Secretary Kintzel, Commissioner Lynch  
  
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
None !
OFFICERS PRESENT: 
Chairman Blackwell (Pennington Borough Fire District), Commissioner Tredrea (Pennington 
Borough Fire District), Commissioner Tipperman (Pennington Borough Fire District), Chairman 
Morehouse (Hopewell Borough Fire District), Commissioner Myers (Hopewell Borough Fire 
District), Chief Varrasse (Hopewell Fire Department and Emergency Medical Unit), Deputy 
Chief Mullen (Hopewell Fire Department and Emergency Medical Unit), Captain Schmitt 
(Pennington First Aid Squad), Assistant Captain Muccioli (Pennington First Aid Squad), Second 
Assistant Captain Ferrara (Pennington First Aid Squad), Deputy Chief Soganic (Union Fire 
Company and Rescue Squad), Chief Deforte (Pennington Fire Company), Assistant Chief 
Gaudiaoso (Pennington Fire Company), Chief Martin (Hopewell Valley Emergency Services 
Unit) !
PROFESSIONALS:  
None 
!  
MINUTES SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL 
None 
!  
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PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA) 
None 
!  
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
!  
TREASURER’S REPORT !
BILLS & CLAIMS 
Summary read by Vice-Chairman Lenarski  !!

BILLS & CLAIMS 
Authorized cash disbursements requiring approval for payment of bills in the following amounts: 

Motioned by Vice-Chairman Lenarski, seconded by Commissioner Lynch to adopt the bills and 
claims as read. !
DISCUSSION: 
Chief Martin reported on the notable items contained in the bill list including: a volunteer 
candidate physical for a member of the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad, the annual 
contractual payment for the Medical Director, a repair to Engine 53 (oil leak), and the third 
quarter contractual payments to Hopewell Borough Fire District, Pennington Borough Fire 
District, Pennington First Aid Squad, and the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad. !
MOTION CARRIED  
!  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  !
EMS Billing:  
No report !
Water Study: 
Chief Martin reported on attempts to install stand pipes on private property within Hopewell 
Township. !
UFCRS Ambulance Replacement: 
Commissioner Lynch reported on his attendance at a pre-construction meeting. Secretary Kintzel 
noted for the record that the contract with the ambulance vendor has been signed.  The Board 
discussed visits to the vendor making the ambulance.   !

Bill List: $145,554.49

Payroll Ending: Saturday, September 7, 2013 $32,300.60

Payroll Ending: Saturday, December 21, 2013 $30,912.76

Total Disbursements: $208,767.85
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2014 Budget / Revenue: 
Secretary Kintzel reported on the budget process including his and Vice-Chairman Lenarski’s 
attendance at a presentation made by the New Jersey Department of Local Government Services 
at the Wildwood Firefighters Convention.   !
Fire Code Fee Increases: 
No progress to report. !
Commissioner Lynch reported that he and Chief Martin will be attending a seminar on the 
Affordable Care Act.  The Board discussed the Affordable Care Act.   
!  
OFFICER’S REPORTS !
Hopewell Valley Emergency Services Unit: 
Chief Martin reported on his attendance at the Hopewell Valley 9-11 Memorial Ceremony. Chief 
Martin reported on coverage provided for the Wildwood Firefighters Convention.  Chief Martin 
reported on the bond closing for the new ambulance for the Union Fire Company and Rescue 
Squad.  Chief Martin reported on the attendance by the Hopewell Valley Emergency Services 
Unit at the Hopewell Valley Senior Picnic. Chief Martin reported on ambulance coverage 
provided to the Hopewell Valley Regional School District for football games.  Chief Martin 
reported that the annual emergency medical services stretcher maintenance, the annual pension 
certifications, and pump testing had been completed.  Chief Martin reported that Tanker 53 is 
currently being repaired for an air leak in the braking system.  Chief Martin reported that the 
New Jersey Division of Fire Safety Monitoring Program letters are included in the packets for 
the Board Members’ review.  Chief Martin reported that the Hopewell Valley Emergency 
Services Unit had completed training on emergency medical services documentation, trauma, 
triage, and transport, and emergency vehicle operator.  Chief Martin and the Board discussed the 
recent repair to the rear drivetrain on Engine 53.  Chief Martin reminded interested Board 
Members of the upcoming Knights of Columbus Shield Award dinner. !
Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad: 
See below !
Pennington First Aid Squad: 
Captain Schmitt representing the Pennington First Aid Squad provided the Board with the 
squad’s most recent calls for service statistics.  Captain Schmitt reported that work is underway 
on the generator at the Pennington First Aid Squad.  Captain Schmitt reported that the 
Pennington First Aid Squad has received payment from the County of Mercer for responses to 
County properties.  The Board discussed the payments made by the County of Mercer.  !!
Hopewell Fire Department and Emergency Medical Unit: 
Deputy Chief Mullen representing the Hopewell Fire Department and Emergency Medical Unit 
reported that the new tanker truck is in service after being presented at the Wildwood Firefighters 
Convention.  Deputy Chief Mullen reported that the old tanker truck is currently being auctioned 
for sale on GovDeals.com. !
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Pennington Fire Company: 
See below !
!  
PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA) 
None !
!  !
BUDGET WORK SESSION 
Chairman Chipowsky opened the floor to the budget work session for the Pennington First Aid 
Squad.  Captain Schmitt representing the Pennington First Aid Squad presented the budget and 
the 2014 budget request.  Captain Schmitt and the Board discussed the 2014 budget request in 
detail.  The Board and Captain Schmitt discussed the possibility of emergency medical services 
moving to a different radio system.  Deputy Chief Mullen who also serves as the Chairman of the 
Hopewell Valley Radio Committee answered questions on the radio systems. 
!  !
JOINT BOARD MEETING !
Chairman Chipowsky asked the Board to recess before beginning the Joint Board Meeting at 
7:00 PM. !
Chairman Chipowsky reconvened the Joint Board Meeting at 7:06 PM.  !
Chairman Chipowsky asked that Deputy Chief Soganic from the Union Fire Company and 
Rescue Squad provide a report as she had just arrived.  Deputy Chief Soganic reported on the 
ambulance replacement.  Deputy Chief Soganic reported on a meeting of the membership of the 
Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad and the topics discussed at the meeting.   !
Chairman Chipowsky asked that Chief Deforte from the Pennington Fire Company provide a 
report as he had just arrived.  Chief Deforte reported on new members for the Pennington Fire 
Company. Chief Deforte reported on staffed coverage that has been provided by the Pennington 
Fire Company on weekends.  Chief Deforte reported that he would like to have a career 
firefighter in 2014. The Board, Chief Deforte, and Chairman Blackwell discussed the career 
firefighter.  The Board, Chief Deforte, and Chairman Blackwell discussed the replacement of the 
Pennington Fire Company Ladder Truck.   !
Chairman Chipowsky opened the Joint Board Meeting.  Present from the Hopewell Township 
Board of Fire Commissioners were Chairman Chipowsky,Vice-Chairman Lenarski, Treasurer 
Cseremsak, Secretary Kintzel, and Commissioner Lynch.   Present from the Pennington Borough 
Board of Fire Commissioners were Chairman Blackwell, Commissioner Tipperman, and 
Commissioner Tredrea.  Present from the Hopewell Borough Board of Fire Commissioners was 
Chairman Morehouse and Commissioner Meyers. !
Chairman Morehouse from the Hopewell Borough Fire District requested a discussion on long 
range capital purchases.  The Board Members representing the 3 Fire Districts discussed capital 
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purchases including the impact on the budgets and if the current equipment inventory is suitable 
for the needs of Hopewell Valley.  Also discussed were the ISO Rating as determined by 
equipment, when would be the appropriate time to retire equipment, who should determine the 
equipment needs, and the impact of the cap law on the ability to place funds in a capital reserve.  
The Boards requested that the fire chiefs and emergency medical services chiefs/captains meet 
with Commissioner Bovenizer to work on the capital purchases long range plan.  The Boards and 
Chief Deforte discussed the pending replacement of the Pennington Fire Company ladder truck 
including the value of the existing ladder truck.  The Boards assigned Chief Martin to work with 
Commissioner Bovenizer to work with the fire and emergency medical services leaders to work 
on the valley wide long range capital improvement plan. !
Chairman Blackwell discussed the weekend staffed coverage provided by the Pennington Fire 
Company with the board members present.  Chairman Chipowsky indicated that he and 
Commissioner Lynch will be meeting with the fire chiefs to discuss needs of the volunteer fire 
companies.   !
Chairman Morehouse discussed the 2014 budget request of the Hopewell Borough Fire District 
with the Board Members.  !
The Board Members discussed insurance coverage, specifically discussing workers 
compensation insurance.  Chief Martin was asked to provide details and answer questions 
pertaining to the joint insurance fund that the Hopewell Township Board of Fire Commissioners 
is a member of.  The Board Members discussed insurance requirements and risk management.  
The Board Members discussed LOSAP (Length of Service Awards Program). The Board 
Members discussed volunteer recruitment and retention and the possibility of having a joint 
valley wide recruitment and retention program.  Chief Martin provided details on research he 
conducted on volunteer recruitment and retention.   !
Chairman Chipowsky ended the Joint Board Meeting.  
!  !
Chairman Chipowsky advised the Board would be entering Executive Session to discuss 
personnel and real estate matters. 
!  !
EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION 
Motion by Treasurer Cseremsak, seconded by Commissioner Lynch to enter Executive Session at 
8:02 PM. !
MOTION CARRIED 
!  !
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Treasurer Cseremsak, seconded by Chairman Chipowsky to adjourn the meeting at 
8:55 PM. 
!  !
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Respectfully submitted, !!!!
Matthew Martin 
Chief of Emergency Services
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