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BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT NO.1 

THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was held on March 24, 2016 at the Union Fire 
Company and Rescue Squad located at 1396 River Road Titusville New Jersey at 7:00 PM. 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER / STATEMENT OF NOTICE 
Chairman Chipowsky called the meeting to order and stated that the notice of the meeting had been 
posted on the Hopewell Township Municipal Bulletin Board and forwarded to the Hopewell Valley News, 
Times of Trenton, and had been placed on the Hopewell Township Fire District Web-Site in accordance 
with the requirements of the Open Public Meeting Act. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairman Chipowsky. 

ROLL CALL BY CHAIRMAN  
Present:    
Chairman Chipowsky, Vice-Chairman Lenarski, Treasurer Cseremsak, Commissioner Kintzel, Secretary 
Lynch     

Absent: None  

Also Present:   
Captain Ferrara, Second Assistant Captain Varrasse (Pennington First Aid Squad), Chief Malkiewicz, 
Deputy Chief Burd, Battalion Chief Pedersen (Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad), (Chief Martin 
Hopewell Township Fire District No.1) 

MINUTES SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL 
Chairman Chipowsky asked for a motion on the regular session minutes from January 14, 2016. Treasurer 
Cseremsak motioned to accept the minutes as presented and was seconded by Vice-Chairman Lenarski. 
The motion carried. Secretary Lynch abstained from voting. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA) 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
RESOLUTION 2016-21 

A RESOLUTION GRANTING THE FIRE OFFICIAL THE AUTHORITY TO APPOINT A 
TEMPORARY FIRE OFFICIAL 

WHEREAS, the Hopewell Township Fire District Board of Fire Commissioners has appointed Andrew J. 
Fosina Jr as the Fire Official for Hopewell Valley Bureau of Fire Safety; and 

WHEREAS, the Board recognizes that it may be necessary for the Fire Official to designate a temporary 
fire official in his absence; and  
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WHEREAS, the following employees of Hopewell Township Fire District meet the certification criteria 
as required under The State of New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Fire Safety in 
accordance with the State of New Jersey Uniform Fire Code 5:71-4.4 (c): 
  
 Matthew Martin 
 Daniel Schulman 
 Jonathan D. Moore 
 John Schafer 
 Joshua Wilson 
 Deron Williams 
 Robert Bailey.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board Chairman hereby grants the fire official the 
authority to appoint a temporary fire official in his absence. 

The resolution was moved by Treasurer Cseremsak and seconded by Commissioner Kintzel. The motion 
to pass the resolution carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Treasurer Cseremsak read the summary of the Bills and Claims dated March 24, 2016 and was seconded 
by Secretary Lynch. Chief Martin provided the Board with a listing of the notable bills. A roll call vote 
was held and the Bills and Claims were approved. At the request of Vice-Chairman Lenarski and the 
Board’s Attorney Treasurer Cseremsak presented the Bills and Claims from March 10, 2016. Treasurer 
Cseremsak indicated that the Bill List was within the two hundred thousand dollars authorized by the 
Board. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

A. EMS BILLING: 
Secretary Lynch provided a report on efforts underway with the Township Administration. 

B. WATER STUDY: 

Bill List: $174,612.54

Payroll Ending: February 20, 2016 $40,397.58

Payroll Ending: March 5, 2016 $41,745.16

Employer Pension Liability 2016 $172,344.00

Total Disbursements: $429,099.28

Bill List: $148,428.28

Payroll Ending: March 19, 2016 $40,737.74

Total Disbursements: $189,166.02
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Chief Martin reported on efforts that were completed during the winter season to keep water sources 
accessible. Chief Martin reported that Hopewell Township still has an open bond ordinance for the 
installation of stand-pipes. Chief Martin answered questions from the Board on the proposed location of 
the stand-pipes. The Board and Chief Martin discussed a new location for a stand-pipe. 

C. FIRE DISTRICT BUILDING PROJECT: 
Chairman Chipowsky reported that he communicated with the Township Administrator and was advised 
that movement would not occur on the fire district building project until such time as a decision had been 
reached related to affordable housing. The Board discussed the impact that the lack of progress is having 
on the Board’s need for a building. Chief Malkiewicz requested that the Board consider keeping the paid 
staff in his fire station. 

D. COMMUNICATIONS: 
The Board discussed the move to F1 for dispatching and the new radio system. Chief Malkiewicz 
reported that the Hopewell Valley Chief Officers are opposed to moving to F1 until such time as the 
coverage issues are addressed for the response area for the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad. 

E. UFCRS SPRINKLER SYSTEM: 
Chief Martin reported that the architectural firm hired by the Board had completed a site visit and a report 
will be forthcoming.  

F. VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT: 
Chairman Chipowsky reported on his appreciation for the recent public relations story on junior 
emergency responders in Hopewell Valley. Chief Malkiewicz thanked Chief Martin and the Board for the 
work on the project. 

G. REPLACEMENT AMBULANCE: 
Chief Malkiewicz reported on the pre-construction meeting for the ambulance. The Board, Chief 
Malkiewicz, and Chief Martin discussed the budget for the ambulance.  

H. PENNINGTON FIRE COMPANY REPLACEMENT LADDER TRUCK: 
Chief Martin reported that construction of the ladder truck is reported to be underway. 

I. HOPEWELL BOROUGH FIRE DISTRICT REPLACEMENT RESCUE TRUCK: 
Clerk Varrasse reported that the ruling from the Local Finance Board has not changed and the truck can 
not be heard by the Local Finance Board until 2017. The Board discussed the matter with Clerk Varrasse 
and Chief Martin. 
  
HOPEWELL VALLEY EMERGENCY SERVICES UNIT REPORT 
Chief Martin reported on a structure fire that resulted in a save from a victim who was overcome by 
smoke. Chief Martin reported on a notable call at Hopewell Gardens, and false alarms at the Capital 
Health Systems - Hopewell Campus. Chief Martin reported that the Hopewell Valley Bureau of Fire 
Safety has been busy with inspections. Chief Martin also reported on training and records disposal. 

UNION FIRE COMPANY AND RESCUE SQUAD REPORT 
Chief Malkiewicz reported on the completion of quarterly apparatus inspections and problems found with 
Engine 53. After a lengthly discussion Chief Malkiewicz was authorized to seek a professional consultant 
to investigate the problems with the engine. Chief Malkiewicz reported that the new command truck for 
the Union Fire Company and Rescue Squad was delivered and the Chief expressed his appreciation to 
Specialist Lyness, Chief Martin, President Swanson, and the Board with making the truck a reality. Chief 
Malkiewicz reported the fire company attended a funeral at the request of a members family. Chief 
Malkiewicz expressed his appreciation for the recruitment program and indicated that 5 members are 
attending firefighter training. Chief Malkiewicz reported on a mechanical problem with Tanker 53. 
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Battalion Chief Pedersen extended an invitation to members of the Board to attend a drill night to see the 
junior members in action. 

PENNINGTON FIRST AID SQUAD 
Captain Ferrara reported on the most recent calls for service statistics for the Squad. The Board and 
Captain Ferrara discussed the increasing mutual aid to Lawrence and Ewing Township. The Board and the 
Officers present discussed the Pennington First Aid Squad hosting an emergency medical technician class. 
The officers present felt strongly that the course would be a great benefit to the community and indicated 
that support would be provided in any way possible. 

HOPEWELL FIRE DEPARTMENT AND EMU REPORT 
Clerk Varrasse reported on the most recent calls for service statistics for the Hopewell Fire Department 
and Emergency Medical Unit. Clerk Varrasse reported on a change of date for the annual pancake 
breakfast. 

PENNINGTON FIRE COMPANY REPORT 
No report. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (NON AGENDA) 
None. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION 
Chairman Chipowsky asked if there was a need for an Executive Session. Chief Martin requested that an 
Executive Session be held to discuss contractural matters with the Hopewell Borough Fire District and a 
LOSAP matter. Secretary Lynch motioned to enter Executive Session and was seconded by Treasurer 
Cseremsak at 7:39 PM. 

ADJOURNMENT: 
Treasurer Cseremsak motioned to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Secretary Lynch at 8:10 PM. 
The motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Matthew G. Martin 
Chief of Emergency Services 
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