
Buying / Selling Real Estate 

Information Sheet 

Required Approvals for Change in Ownership 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

Letter of Review:  An approval for onsite septic systems and/or onsite well water quality is required for 

any sale or rental in Hopewell Township.  If a property has public water or public sewer service, these 

approvals are not required.  The Health Department does not dictate who pays for testing or submits 

application.  That is privately negotiated and agreed upon as part of sale process.  Here's what you need 

to do: 

Septic - A third party inspection firm must be contracted to inspect the septic system following NJDEP 

procedures.  These procedures are prescribed by state law and assure standardized inspection methods 

are followed.  Should the inspection note deficiencies, the buyer and seller must negotiate how those 

deficiencies will be addressed.  The Health Department will only mandate action where federal, state or 

local laws are violated.  Any repairs or alterations to septic systems require permits and inspections from 

the Hopewell Township Health Department. 

Well Water - A New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection certified laboratory must collect a 

water sample from the property following New Jersey Private Well Test Act (NJPWTA) procedures and 

analyze for all NJPWTA parameters.  A raw water sample is required by NJPWTA.  If treatment 

device(s) are already in place, post treatment sample(s) are also needed to demonstrate effectiveness of 

that system(s). 

If the water test fails to meet New Jersey Safe Drinking Water Act standards for primary drinking water 

contaminants, corrective action will be required.  The Health Department will not dictate who 

undertakes corrective action and that can be worked out between parties privately.  All water treatment 

system installations must be permitted through the Municipal Construction Department prior to 

installation to assure they meet all applicable standards.  

Once completed, the reports of inspection/analysis shall be submitted with an application for 

Letter of Review and the review fee at least ten (10) days prior to scheduled closing date.  Fee for 

septic review is $75.00 and water quality review is $75.00.  Total of $150.00 if you require both.  

We presently do not accept credit cards.  Applications must be filled out completely and all 

applicable reports be attached to submit.  We do not accept partial applications.  If deficiencies in 

septic system or water quality were found, a written statement noting how they will be addressed, 

by whom, and when will help speed up review. 

BUREAU OF FIRE SAFETY 

Certification of smoke detectors, carbon monoxide alarms, and fire extinguishers is required prior to 

closing.  Inspections can be performed by Bureau or self inspections are acceptable if notarized.  Fees 

are on a sliding scale based on time to closing.  You can obtain more information at: 

http://www.hopewelltwp.org/fire/BFS.html or download application with instructions and information 

at: http://www.hopewelltwp.org/fire/documents/Smoke%20Application.pdf 

http://www.hopewelltwp.org/fire/BFS.html
http://www.hopewelltwp.org/fire/documents/Smoke%20Application.pdf


Additional Helpful Links: 

General 

Application for Letter of Review - http://www.hopewelltwp.org/forms/Application-Letter-of-

Review.pdf 

Hopewell Health Department Web Page - http://hopewelltwp.org/health_department.html 

 

Septic System 

Septic Inspection Procedure (Starts on Page 166) http://www.state.nj.us/dep/dwq/pdf/njac79a.pdf 

Septic Inspection Report Form - 

http://hopewelltwp.org/forms/NJDEP%20forms%20for%20septic%20inspectiosn.pdf 

Septic System Repair & Abandonment Application - http://www.hopewelltwp.org/Septic-

Repair_abandonment_app.pdf 

General Septic System Information - http://hopewelltwp.org/septic_Manual.pdf 

 

Well Water 

Private Well Test Act Information - http://www.nj.gov/dep/watersupply/pw_pwta.html 

General Well Testing Information - http://hopewelltwp.org/forms/FACTS%20-

%20Private%20Well%20Water%20Testing.pdf 
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