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September 14, 2010

Honorable Bob Martin, Commissioner

New jersey Department of Environmental Protection
401 East State St

7th Floor, East Wing

P.O. Box 402

Trenton, NJ-08625

Dear Commissioner Martin;

I woulid like to thank you and your staff for meeting with us last Friday, September
10, to discuss many of the issues regarding Jacobs Creek Bridge in Hopewell Township. As
we discussed, we have worked closely with Hopewell Township as well as NJDEP in
developing alternatives that are sensitive to the environment yet can safely accommodate
traffic, including school buses that carry students attending the Bear Tavern Elementary as
well as emergency vehicles, and tocal deliveries. Since 2004, we have intently listened and
seriously considered residents’ concerns, attended numerous public meetings, and have
complied fully with NJDEP regulations and requirements. We completed a Historic Bridge
Alternative Analysis and Phase 1A Archeological Survey, the findings of which were
accepted by your staff, Although not required by NJDEP, Mercer County also completed a
Phase 1B Archeological Survey to alleviate any additional concerns that important historic
and archeological significant artifacts would be disturbed as a result of the project. Based
on our meeting discussions, it is my understanding that the Historic Preservation Office
(HPO) concurs with the findings in the Phase {A and Phase 1B Archeologjcal Surveys that
the project site has a low potential to contain significant archeological resources.

As a result of our meeting and prior to expending additional funds on design of the
project, I would like to confirm that NJDEP has no objection to the County’s preferred
Alternative 5A/5B Modified 3 from an environmental permitting perspective. It is my
understanding that HPO concurs with the submitted Historic Bridge Alternative Analysis
report and that the selection of Alternative 5A/5B-Modified 3 {New Single Span/relocate
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truss} would minimize adverse effects to identified historic properties. Although HPO
recommended that the existing truss be relocated and rehabilitated for pedestrian use ata
selected park, we would prefer to rehabilitate the existing truss and leave it in place at its
current location to serve as a scenic overlook. However, these and any other technical
issues associated with the required permits could be worked out among State and County
professionals. It was also evident from our meeting that Janssen Pharmaceufical, which has
a major stake in this project, supports for Alternative 5A/5B-Modified 3.

It is critical that we now move forward with the design of this project. It is therefore
our intention to solicit engineering design proposais and make Alternate 5A/5B Modified 3,
single span, stone faced arch type structure, which was presented at our meeting, the basis
for our Request for Proposal. We anticipate submitting the permit applications once the
preliminary design is completed,

Altheugh we have been working on this project for many years, our goals have
remained unchanged: provide safe, efficient transportation infrastructure, minimize ¢osts
to county taxpayers, and minimize adverse bmpacts to the environment and the local
community. Thank you again for a productive meeting and we look forward to working
with you and your staff to achieve a successful project outcome.

Sincerely,

E\r\v/\ M. Afﬁ/—\
Brian M. Hughes

County Executive

C: Honorable Michael Markulec, Mayor, Hopewell Township
Paul Pogorzelski, Township Administrator, Hopewell Township
Aaron T. Watson, Director, Departinent of Transportation & Infrastructure
Gregory Sandusky, P.E, P.L.S,, Mercer County Engineer
George Failat, P.E,, Mercer County Traffic Engineer
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