20151028- 5336 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 10/28/2015 3:46:43 PM

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA BEFORE THE FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY
COMMISSION

NOTICE OF INTERVENTION AND MOTION TO INTERVENE BY THE DELAWARE
AND RARITAN CANAL COMMISSION

PennEast Pipeline Project Docket No. CP15-558

Pursuant to 18 C.F.R. 385.214 and 157.10, the Delaware and Raritan Canal Commission hereby
files a Notice of Intervention and moves to intervene in the above-captioned docket. The
proceeding before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) concerns the potential
environmental impacts of the planned construction of a natural gas {ransmission pipeline from
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, to Mercer County, New Jersey. The Pennbast Pipeline is
planned to cross the the D&R Canal Commission Review Zone.

1. Notices and Communication
All information concerning this application should be directed to:

Marlene Dooley, Executive Director
Delaware and Raritan Canal Commission
Prallsville Mills

33 Risler Street

PO Box 539

Stockton, NJ 08559.

2. Movant’s Interest

Pursuant to 18 C.F.R. 385.214(a)(2), “[a]ny State Commission, the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation, the U.S. Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, and the Interior, any state fish
and wildlife, water quality certification, or water rights agency; or Indian tribe with authority to
issue a water quality certification is a party to any proceeding upon filing a notice of intervention
in that proceeding, if the notice is filed within the period established under Rule 210(b).” The
Delaware and Raritan Canal Commission (Commission) is a State Commission established
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 13:13A charged with administering a land-use regulatory program within an
approximately 450 square-mile watershed of public and private lands around the Delaware and
Raritan Canal, protecting historic aspects of a State park, reviewing and approving, rejecting, or
modifying actions by the State in the Canal Park, or any permit for action in the park and
planning for the development of a State park. This notice is being filed within the time period
established under Rule 210(b). ‘Therefore, the Commission has a right to intervene and
participate in these proceedings. ‘

3. Interest Which May be Directly Affected

The currently proposed pipeline route crosses streams within the watershed and under the
regulatory review area of the Commission. Further, several of the streams proposed to be crossed
are classified as Category One waters and discharge directly into the D&R Canal. Lastly, the
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Comrmission has recorded stream corridor easements with property owners within the watershed
area and review zones for streams that enter the canal and park. The pipeline may enter these
easement areas.

The D&R Canal, completed in 1834 and in use until 1932, was constructed adjacent to the
Delaware and Raritan Rivers in New Jersey to provide a continuous transportation route between
New York and Philadelphia. The canal runs from New Brunswick to Bordentown and is 44
miles long, with a 22-mile-long feeder canal. In the 1970s, the canal and its remaining structures
were added to the National Register of Historic Places and over 60 miles of the canal and a
narrow strip of land on both banks were designated as the D&R Canal Park. Over time,
additional land was added to the park.

The D&R Canal Park is a popular recreational corridor for canoeing, jogging, hiking, bicycling,
fishing, and horseback riding and is part of the National Recreation Trail System. The Canal
Park also serves as a valuable wildlife corridor connecting fields and forests and reducing
wildlife fragmentation in the region. Additionally, the D&R Canal provides potable water to
approximately 1.5 million people, which represents approximately 17 percent of New Jersey’s
8.9 million residents.

The construction of the large number of stream crossings to facilitate the proposed pipeline is
likely to result in the destruction of a significant area of near-stream vegetation. The Commission
is additionally concerned that loss of near-stream vegetation, disturbance to numerous stream
channels for the construction of the proposed pipeline, and continued maintenance of its right-of-
way within the D&R Canal watershed, will significantly mcrease the sediment and pollutant
levels within water reaching the Canal and Park, as well as lower the dissolved oxygen content
of water in the Canal and streams that feed it and flow into the Park. The higher sediment load
could impact and degrade the primary drinking water source for 17 percent of New Jersey’s
residents and result in increased costs for water treatment, greater amounts of sludge and other
residuals that must be properly disposed of, and other associated increases in the cost of potable
water production.

Staff estimates that approximately 20 miles of the pipeline lies within the watershed of the D&R
Canal and review zones of D & R Canal, Depending on the width of clearing, roughly 120 to
240 acres of land could be permanently impacted within the watershed of the D&R Canal and the
review zones. As the pipeline cuts through many rural and forested areas; the majority of this
disturbance would affect vegetated areas. ‘

The proposed project would result in the destruction of hundreds of acres of trees and other
vegetation, which is likely to lead to greater volumes of runoff and reduce groundwater recharge
volumes within the watershed of the D&R Canal and the Canal Park, It is estimated that the
destruction of vegetation within the path of the pipeline would result in millions of gallons of
extra runoff reaching the Canal and Park each year. For example, each additional inch of runoff
resulting from the minimum expected 120 acres of land being disturbed would result in an
additional 3.3 million gallons of runoff reaching the Canal and Park.
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The D&R Canal and the Canal Park create a popular recreational corridor that serves as an
important cultural and historic resource for hundreds of thousands of visitors each year. In
addition to many recreational opportunities, the Park provides two natural areas where visitors
can study local flora and fauna in an undisturbed setting. Further, the Park’s 77 miles of
recreational trails are the longest in New Jersey, even longer than the New Jersey segment of the
Appalachian Trail. The additional runoff is likely to increase erosion and exacerbate flooding
within the D&R Canal and Canal Park and require the State to expend additional funds to
maintain these features. The Canal and Park are irreplaceable resources that are hkely to be
adversely impacted by the proposed pipeline project.

For the above stated reasons, the PennEast Pipeline project directly impacts the Commission’s
regulatory role and public purpose and therefore the Commission has a right to intervene and
participate in these proceedings.

4. Public Interest

The Commission’s participation in this proceeding is in the public interest. PennEast’s proposed
project would cross the Commission’s Review Zone. Through its role protecting historic and
natural aspects of a State park and administering the land use regulatory program in a Review
Zone around the D & R Canal and ensuring that activities within the Review Zone do not
adversely affect water quality in the D&R Canal, a source of drinking water, the Commission is
qualified to comment upon and provide information concerning these impacts. Therefore, the
Commission’s participation is in the public interest.

5. Position Taken
The Commission takes no position at this time.

The Commission respectfully requests FERC to acknowledge its Notice of Intervention and to
grant this motion to intervene and become a full party to the above-captioned proceeding.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dated: ﬁ Wﬁwﬁ LOLS %X /&Wm &‘1—/

Marléne Dooley, Executive Diréctor
Delaware and Raritan Canal Commission
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