UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BEFORE THE

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

PennEast Pipeline Company, LLC
PennEast Pipeline Project: Docket No. CP15-558-00

NOTICE OF INTERVENTION AND MOTION TO INTERVENE
BY THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT
OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Pursuant to 18 C.F.R. 385.214 and 18 C.F.R. 157.10, the New

Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (“NJDEP”) hereby
files a Notice of Intervention and moves to intervene in the
above-captioned docket. This proceeding before the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) concerns the PennEast
Pipeline Project (“Project”) proposed by PennEast Pipeline
Company, LLC (“PennEast”). The Project as proposed consists of
approximately 114 miles of 36-inch diameter mainline
transmission pipeline originating in Luzerne County,
Penngylvania and extending to Mexcer County, New Jersey. The

Project will traverse Hunterdon and Mercer Counties in New
Jersey for approximately 36 miles. The Project as proposed also
includes two laterals in New Jersey: (1)the approximate 0.6-
mile, 12-inch diameter Gilbert Lateral in Hunterdon County, and
(2)the approximate 1.4-mile, 36-inch diameter Lambertville
Lateral in Hunterdon County. PennEast filed an application with
FERC on September 24, 2015 requesting approval of this project.

1. Notices and communication. All information concerning
this application should be directed to:

John Gray, OCffice of Permit Coordination and Environmental
Review, NJDEP, 401-07J, P.0O. Box 420, 401 East State Street,
Trenton, NJ 08626,

John Doyle and Melissa Abatemarco, Deputy Attorneys
General, Division of Law, Environmental Permitting and
Counseling 7" Floor West, R.J. Hughes Justice Complex, P.0. Box
093, 25 Market Street Trenton, NJ 08625.




Michele McGahey, Attorney Assistant, Division of Law,
Environmental Permitting and Counseling 7 Floor West, R.J.
Hughes Justice Complex, P.O. Box 093, 25 Market Street Trenton,
NJ 08625.

2. Movant’g Interest.

Pursuant to 18 C.F.R. 385.214(a) (2), “falny State
Commission, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the
J.5. Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, and the Interior, any
state fish and wildlife, water guality certification, or water
rights agency; or Indian tribe with authority to issue a water
quality certification is a party to any proceeding upon filing a
notice of intervention in that proceeding, if the notice ig
filed within the period established under Rule 210(b).” NJDEP
is the State environmental protection agency charged with
regulating and enforcing the State’s environmental laws.
Pursuant to its many and various statutes, NJDEP has the duty to
protect its State-owned public¢ lands, including parkland and
natural and historic resources, and sensitive environmental
areas such as the State’s waterfront, coastal areas, freshwater
and tidal wetlands and fish and wildlife habitat. See, e.g.,
N.J.S.A. 13:1D-9 {(general duties of DEP); 13:1L-1 (State park

and forestry resources); 13:8A-1 (New Jersey Green Acres) ;
13:8B-1 (historic preservation); 13:9B-1 (freshwater wetlands);
and 23:1-1 (fish and game). This notice is being filed within

the time period established undexr Rule 210(b). Therefore, NJDEP
has a right to intervene and participate in these proceedings.

3. Interest Which May be Directly Affected

The proposed Project would traverse numerous New Jersey
communities, neighborhoods, watercourses and public land. The
route and project as proposed could adversely impact freshwater
wetlands, natural and historic resources, public lands,
freshwater fisheries, watercourses, and environmental justice
communities, Accordingly, the Project as proposed could have
environmental impacts on New Jersey and its residents. NJDEP is
charged with environmental oversight of the State, to protect
both the public health and natural resources of the State, and
clearly has a direct and substantial interest in this
proceeding, which concerns a proposed natural gas pipeline.
Accord Yakima Valley Cablevision, Inc. v. FCC, 794 F.2d 737,
744-45 (D.C. Cir. 1986) (granting intervention because wmovants
were “directly affected by application” of agency policy); Bales
v. NLRB, 914 F.2d 92, 94 (6th Cir. 1990) (intervention granted to




a party with a ™“substantial interest in the outcome of the
petition”) .

4, Public Interest.

The participation of the NJDEP in this proceeding is in the
public interest. PennEast’s proposed Project would cross towns,
counties, land and waterbodies of New Jersey. NJDEP is a state
agency with expertise in evaluating the environmental and public
health impacts of land development activities, such as
PennEast’s proposed Project. As such, it is uniquely qualified
to comment wupon and provide information concerning these
impacts. NJDEP is also responsible to protect the public health
and environment. Therefore, NJDEP’s participation is in the
public interest.

B Position Taken.

NJDEP takes no position at this time.

NJDEP respectfully requests the Commission to acknowledge
its Notice of Intervention and to grant this motion to intervene

and allow it to become a full party to the above captioned
proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,

P il
Dated: 0CT 26 2[“5 \ Xy/j%\//

Jd&h Gray, Depy%y Chief of Staff
New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection
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