New Jersey Business & Industry Association N]BIA

Michele N. Siekerka

President

October 19, 2015

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 2042

Re: Proposed PennEast Pipeline, Docket No. CP15-558-000
Dear Secretary Bose:

The New Jersey Business & Industry Association (NJBIA) is the largest state employer
association in the nation with 20,000 members who employee 1.2 million people. Our
membership includes all types of businesses from sole proprietors to Fortune 500 companies
from all across the state. And our membership is extremely diverse with contractors,
manufacturers, retail and wholesale businesses, and service providers of every kind.

We submitted comments in support of the PennEast Pipeline proposal in June, under a prior
docket number, and would like to amplify this support before the comment period closes
under docket CP15-588-000.

A reliable and affordable energy supply is the lifeblood of the business community. Without
an additional supply of clean energy, New Jersey’'s businesses and families will continue to
pay a heavy price. The PennEast Pipeline, which would supply natural gas from
Pennsylvania to businesses and families across our state, would help provide that vital
supply for our region.

Studies have shown that if another pipeline existed in the region during the winter of 2014,
New Jersey businesses and families would have saved an estimated $378.4 million in
energy costs in just that year alone. That number climbs to nearly $1 billion when savings for
our neighbors in Pennsylvania are factored in. These numbers represent real savings to both
businesses and residents alike and would provide a much needed boost to our economy.

Should there be any doubt as to the need for more affordable, clean, domestic energy, it
should be put to rest by the fact that every utility in the state of New Jersey has signed
on as a customer so that their residential, commercial and instructional consumers in New
Jersey will have direct access to affordable Pennsylvania gas.

But an increase in a reliable supply of clean natural gas is not the only benefit the proposed
pipeline will deliver. PennEast Pipeline would have an estimated $1.6 billion positive
economic impact during design and construction alone, supporting approximately 12,000
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jobs and an associated $740 million in wages according to a separate study by Econsult
Solutions.

NJBIA is confident that the proposed PennEast Pipeline will deliver on the promise of

improved access to a clean and reliable gas supply. We urge FERC to move ahead swiftly
with consideration and approval of PennEast’s application.

Sincerely,

Vo

/Michele N. Siekerka
President and CEO
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