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It's no secret that plpegne capacity has lagged behind robust natural gss Production In
Pennsylvania. That's why Fm writing, to echo the biparDsan comments of many of my
Pennsylvania General Assembly cogesgues In supporl of the PennEast Plpegne PmJecL

I have had tho privilege of senrlng the famDies of the $8e LegislaSvo District since the dawn
of Pennsylvania's shale renaissance. Over the past few years we'e seen dramatic natural
gas production, esPeclally In Sradfonl and Tioga Counties, which ~longslde Potter County,
comprise the Bgs District. Sy the numbom, In 2015 Sradfonl and Tloga Counties produced 01S
billion cubic feet of natural gas —roughly 20 percent of tho commonwealth's total production
for 2015.

With this escalated production, Pennsylvania's General Assembly has recognized the potential
ImPacts to local communities and our environment. That's why I am proud to have been a
strong proponent of Act 18 of 2012 (legislation that emerged out of moro than a year of
extensive debate), which not only estabgshed Pennsylvania's "Impact fee," but also
strengthened environmental protections. Protections include enacting one of the most
aggressive snd transparent hydraugc fracturing disclosure laws In the country, new setback
distances, Increased well bonding mqulroments, new well ruconl requirements and much
more.

Today, four years sRer Act 1$ became law, Pennsylvania has boon able to balance
environmental protection with growing the commonwealth's economy. Across the state,
communities sro having conversations about how low+oat, regsblo energy suppSos can give
them a competitive advantage. However, the competitive advantage can only be reagzed with
additional, high-capacity natural gas "highways" like PonnEast.
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Pennsylvania has long been a natural gas Importer, but today the state produces nearly five
times as much as it uses. Whge I continuo to advocate for Iwstate natural gas use, the fact Is
Pennsylvania could triple its consumption and stgl have moss than a trggon cubic feet of
excess supply. Without a doubt, we have plenty of supply to share with our neighbors to the
norlh, east, south and west

I'd like to emphasixe that as we move energy suppges via pipeline, safety Is paramounL And
simgar to safeguanls suneundlng natural gas development, equally Important Is ensuring
plpegno safety. That's why I authored Act 1274he Gas and Ifazardous Liquids Pipeline Act of
204 4. This legislation, which passed unanimously by both chambers, expanded the
Pennsylvania Pubgc Utility Commission's authority to enforce federal plpegne safety laws,
develop a plpogne registry and conduct pipeline safety Inspections ol ag pipeline operators in
the state.

In my review of tho Ponngast Project, I soo this Project is more than ~ year andm-half In tho
making, Including more than IN route considerations and multiple route modigcatlons. Given
tho ongoing environmental review by the Commission and other regulatory agencies, It Is my
hope the Commission finds tho Project can be constructed safely to moot growing regional
natural gas demand.

I offer my f E support to PennEest Plpegne, and look forwanl to seeing this Imporlant new
natural gas highway being bugt.

hlatthow E. Snker
State Itepresontetive
Sge Legislative District
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