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Cberyi Lspleur
Chairman
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First St.NE
Washington, 13C20426

Dear Chairman Lsphair,

As you are swmu, PennEast Pipeline Company mcently took the significant step of filing its formal application
for this pmject with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The PennEast pipeline is of
considerable concern to the citizens of Delaware Township and the Borough of Stockton, whom we represent in
the l6 Legislative District,

In light of the formal application filling, we want to reiterate our deep concern about the environmental, public
safety and financial impact the proposed pipeline will have on Delaware Township, Borough of Stockton and all

of the affected municipalities. Each of these municipalities have considerable amounts ofpreserved open space
snd farmland. We owe a duty to taxpayers to ensure that development does not bann the integrity of these
environmentally sensitive and previously preserved areas —areas tsxpayem have invested in to protect. It is our
hope that FERC will consider with the utmost sensitivity the pipeline's impact on these preserved farmlands, open
space and tbe Delaware River watershed.

We respectfully request that FERC do a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act. Reason being, it is crucial For any project of this magnitude to be thoroughly
examined in light of its cumulative impacts. Your examination should require consideration of other pipelines
and pipeline proposals in the sunounding mgion. We strongly believe that without a PEIS, FERC will not be able
to fully snd accurately understand the pipeline's impact.

Additionally, the potential use of eminent domain to gain access to the properties of landowners opposed to the
pipeline greatly concerns us. It is our understanding that if PennEast receives its Certificate of Authority, it would
be able tu use eminent domain to seize both private property and preserved space for the purposes of gaining
easements for pipeline construction, We urge FERC to act to ensure that PennEast Pipeline Company exhausts all
other efforts in good faith befom resorting to eminent domain.

Sustainable energy independence is certainly a key element ofour national security. And so, as elected
representatives snd policy makers, we welcome and celebrate this country's current and unprecedented em of
natural resource exploration, made possible by numerous technological advances specific to oil snd natural gss
discovery and extraction.

Prrnrrnron Re5eiorl Poser
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.Ifwe wclcomo and colebmte tlw myriad benefits oftMs uspmccdcnted cra, it is mcumbent upon us, es duly

elected re~tives and policy mskem, to also welcorae the conuspondlng chagenges specific to the turns port

esii dvlivmy of ml nnd ussunsl gsn. )n ssmpler terms, wcrmist be viggant hi ensuring 'that human berdth and safety

snd onvironmosbd impacts sru uneqnlvocally first und formnost 'in connldm ing, any pipeline propossL In addlthm,

when lt comes to bslsnchig 'bsshress unerests with gast of sAbcted communities, we must abm be vigihmt in

ensuring sny pipeline proposal is unequivocally equits'b1e in each and every respect, and that any and ag

aitenurdve pipeiine options have been similarly considered.

Regarding the proposed pi peline's impacts and interests, we offer the following;

~ Thc pruposedpipcllne crosses st least IS New Jersey C-I streams:
:o Wlckechcuke Cmek and nine of its tributarie
o Alcxsukcn Creek and five of its tributaries

u Leckastmg Ctoch srul its cue trQnrmry and bcndwstse uraa

o The proposed pipeline crosses properfics pnrvitutsly purchased sed protected by;
New Jersey TJepsstment cfEnvtrcmmestol Pmtmam Guen Acres

o New Jersey ~nt of Agricuitmu

n Nuehrdm County
o Dclawme Township
o Federal Farm snd Ranch Protection, and

o Ncw Jersey qfster Supply Authority

The proposed pipeline cmsses or affects pmperties purchased by non-profit Isnd conservation and

protection organizations, including:
o New Jersey Conservation Foundation
o DdtR Greenway
o Hunterdon Land Trust

~ The taxpayers of New Jersey, Hunterdon County, snd Delawmu Township, as well as foundations,

individual donors, and farmers/landowners, have invested approximately $7.4 million to permanently

preserve properties along the pipeline's proposed mute

~ The proposed pipeline crosses more than 2,000 acres„ 169 buildings, and hislorica! Iy significant view

sheds, land use pauems, wstersbeds and landscapm of the Rosemant Ridge AIpicuftutsl IJish$ qt.-which
/':-.:rutssltqif 1'gsvldersPJi/m'd'Psd'e'r'hI-'Hlsttirlb'ie'liiiiifi'tm'hi'gi89

To the verv hest of one huowleduc. no nlnellns has ever hseu devslousd In a mora bueoltc. nrevlouslv
uruservcd. sud hlstorlcallvsluuIIIcant and dcsleaatud ares. In fact, thc vast, vast majority of residents in this
arcs src not natural gas customers -they happily accept the inconveniences ofalternative and often more
expensive unrcguhttcd energy (c.g.,propane and home heating oil) as the price paid for the most desirable of
pastors! settings.

Also to be seriously considered is Isnd values in this ares mu hypersensitive to development in any and sll
forms. In purely finanCial terms, citizens will, all things considered, experience significant and permanent lost
land va!uc as a result of«ny pipeline transpieming the mua, where, by thc way, no other utility easements exists,
other than electric/telephone. Lst us be clear. currentlv. there aro uu existlnu uttlltv corrhlors ln this area
nor bss snv such corvldor ursviouslv been rum otelv contemnlated or considered. Said soother way, no
easement-related monetary reward or payment will ever truly compensate landowners for that which will forever
altered by a pipeline.
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As for the pmposed route, it is quite curious that the pipeHne stems to almost exclusively intersect previously

preserved f~.Let ua~that develop'mg a pipette along this route is driven purely by ccxnprmy se$f-
intercst and skin, fur example„ko buihhng solar arrays on previously preserved farxninnd, wbIdh has been
overwhe)mingly ejected by the populace nnd banned by New Jersey's State Agriculture Development Board.

The P~P~ ntBL tsvrsensnnvgv scar nn eneenttsmeBv nvhsttne. rdeh nnrtesdtnsnt herttane that trnlv
deBnes nxnl sustxdns Incidents offhe alen Stsrrxlv xnsL this untouched xlxnn Ie hl xxnxl of Itexhf n vrnv ofBfe
Ssv hrsnt rxntdenta. mast nf whom ~these nurxmeeiv tn evehl devdonment ofnnv hied.

To address the ~ve cuecerm detailed bexein nnd effective\y ~our xautunt consttctscnts. we ask Omt

you ievensgp your trmhorlty to advocate for altnnnrtlve txptions for the unnsport nnd delivery ofnatural Ses to Ixtew

Ietady and, m so dtrinlh corndimne e ptnn-uf actRm that stops development of the penuBast pipeline.

'thank you xmos mxsm fox taking xbe time to caxefutl& ~tbe~of thts lekter and gcr your~
enltgem{mt with thecommuntty nnd us un this issue. We look forward to foilowing-up with your u5ice.

Slncecsty yours„

Senator Christopher
'Rip'atsman

Assemblyman Jack M. Ciattsreili Assemblywoman Donna Simon

cc: le.~r,pal Dclctpmoe

Senator Robert "Bob"Mcnendee
Senator Corny Booker
Congnnmnsn Donald Horcmss
Congressman Frank LoBiondo
Congressmen Tom MacArthur
Congressman Christopher "Chris" Smith
Congremman Scott Darren
Congressman Frank Psilone Jr.
Congressman Leonard Lance
Congmssman Albio Sires
Congressman Bill Pascrcg Jr.
Conyessman Donald Payne Jr.
Congmxsmen Rodncy Frelinghuysen
Congmsswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
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