Fragmentation of the Sourland Forest
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PennEast’s April 2015 Draft Resource Report 8 (Section 8.5.2) states that 555.6 acres of forested land
will be temporarily affected, 468 acres of forested land will be located in the permanent ROW, and 439
of these forested acres will be completely and forever lost to open land conversion. Approximately half
of the proposed PennEast project crosses forest. In the Sourland Mountain region alone (along the
proposed pipeline route in West Amwell Twp, NJ and Hopewell Twp, NJ), over 150 acres of forest will be
destroyed along the proposed pipeline ROW — this does not include the many acres of agricultural,
wetlands and privately owned built-up land that will be devastated along the proposed pipeline route.

The Sourland Mountain region hosts a wide variety of plant and animal species within the extensive
forest and rural landscape that provide this great block of contiguous forest habitat in the state’s
Piedmont province.

The Sourland Mountain region contains a variety of habitat types of high quality and of substantial size,
ranging from grassland to mature woodland and including a continuum of successional stages that
support a rich diversity of biotic communities. The New Jersey Landscape Project identifies over 90% of
the Sourland Mountain region as known habitat or as suitable habitat for species that are endangered,
threatened or of special concern. The Sourland Mountain region is a critical stopover point for birds
migrating along the Atlantic flyway and is one of NJ’s top fall migration stopover sites. Protection of
high-quality stopover sites is as essential for long-distance migrants as their breeding and over-wintering
sites.

In short, the Sourland Mountain region is unparalleled as an ecological island of unbroken habitat in
central NJ.

Removing the forest, even in small patches, can have impacts extending up to 1,000 feet in all
directions, and creates an “edge effect.” This reduction in deep woods habitat will destroy Sourland
ecosystems. Many Sourland species rely on both the quantity and the quality of the forest and
understory and will disappear as the forest becomes fragmented and degraded.

Please do not approve the destruction of one of only three major areas of unbroken habitat in New
Jersey (the Sourlands, Highlands and Pine Barrens) - the most densely populated and industry-rich state
in the country. The plethora of pipelines in New Jersey will surely cause “death by a thousand cuts” for
the diversity-rich Sourland Mountain region. “The Sourland Mountain region is a reservoir of
biodiversity. Not only does it provide prime habitat and a critical migration stopover site but, because it
supports larger populations of many organisms, it can serve as a source of genetic diversity for other
populations of the same species that utilize smaller habitat patches nearby.” (Smart Growth Planning
and Management Project for Sourland Mountain, funded by NJ Dept. of Community Affairs, Office of
Smart Growth).

New Jersey needs an intact Sourland Mountain region! New Jersey does not need the PennEast Pipeline!
Caroline Katmann, Executive Director

Sourland Conservancy



