
Explorations         Eighth Year        Fall 2016 
Daytime Learning Experiences for Seniors 

Underwritten by the Hopewell Valley Senior Foundation & Sponsored by Hopewell Valley Senior Services 
Courses open to residents of Hopewell Valley and Neighboring Communities.  

For information: email: mansier@comcast.net. Phone  737-0863 

Classes Begin October 10          Registration Closing Date October  5  

Philosophy is Killing Me: The Trial and Death of Socrates 
6 Sessions: Pennington Presbyterian Church…..1 p.m. 
Mondays, October 10, 17, 24, 31 & November 7 & 14 

Lesley Cohen Lee 

Mind and Body: Sudoku & Oscar’s Longevity Stick 
4 Sessions: Pennington United Methodist Church 

Tuesdays, October 11, 18, 25 & November 1…..10 a.m. 
Bill Traubel 

  
American Master: Three Plays of Thornton Wilder  

6 Sessions: Pennington Presbyterian Church 
Tuesdays, October 11, 18, 25 & November 1, 8 & 15…..1 p.m. 

Larry Mansier 

The Supreme Court: The Warren, Burger and Rehnquist Courts 
6 Sessions: Pennington Presbyterian Church 

Wednesdays, October 12, 19, 26 & November 2, 9  16…..1 p.m. 
Madeleine Mansier 

Roots of the American Revolution 
 4 Sessions: Pennington Presbyterian Church 

 Thursdays, October 13, 20, 27 & November 3…..1 p.m. 
Bill Guthrie 

     Course Fees: $40 for one course, $20 for each additional course.  

Checks made payable to the Hopewell Valley Senior Foundation (HVSF) 
Send your name, address, phone number, e-mail address, name of course(s) and check to: 

Rodney Newman, Treasurer 
Hopewell Valley Senior Foundation 

PO Box 567 
Pennington, NJ 08534 

mailto:mansier@comcast.net


 Philosophy is Killing Me: The Trial and Death of Socrates 
6 Sessions: Pennington Presbyterian Church…Mondays, October 10, 17, 24, 31 & November 7 & 14…..1 p.m. 
 It can be argued that when the ancient Athenians put Socrates on trial for impiety and corrupting 
the youth, philosophy was put on trial as well.  We will examine several of Plato’s early dialogues 
(Euthyphro, Apology, and Crito) along with the “Allegory of the Cave” from Republic and the death scene 
from Phaedo and determine what was the nature of Socrates’s philosophizing and whether he was guilty 
of the charges made against him.  In addition, we will consider whether philosophizing makes individuals 
better or worse off and whether a society is better or worse off when it has philosophers in it.  Short text is 
provided. Lesley Cohen Lee is a former philosophy professor. 
   Mind and Body: Sudoku & Oscar’s Longevity Stick 
4 Sessions: Pennington United Methodist Church…Tuesdays, October 11, 18, 25 & November 1…..10 a.m. 
 Does Sudoku really have you puzzled and is KenKen a No No in your book?  You will learn a 
logical approach that is simple and reliable for solving any level puzzle and the technique applies equally 
well to many variations. Together we will practice by solving puzzles of increasing difficulties. A one 
page handout will summarize the principles involved. But while we are limbering up our minds, let’s not 
neglect our bodies. How’s your flexibility?  Oscar’s Longevity Stick is an exercise routine that gently 
stretches and strengthens the whole body. It involves 11 movements holding a 6 foot long pole. You will 
be guided through the routine each time. You will receive a one page summary of the movements along 
with my contact information. Each of our four sessions will involve both mind and body exercises. A pole 
and other materials will be provided. Bill Traubel tutors  math as a hobby 

 American Master: Three Plays of Thornton Wilder  
6 Sessions: Pennington Presbyterian Church…Tuesdays, October 11, 18, 25 & November 1, 8 & 15…..1 p.m. 
 Of these Thornton Wilder plays, two, Our Town and The Skin of Our Teeth, won the Pulitzer  
prize, and the other, The Matchmaker, was the basis for Hello, Dolly. Not too shabby. And, the plays have 
held up over time. Somewhere, almost every night in America and certainly in the world, Our Town is 
being performed. And, The Skin of Our Teeth, where  mankind continues the struggle to exist in a hostile 
world in which he is also often the enemy, could not be more appropriate in today’s world. And it’s all in 
fun. Or, is it?  Well, The Matchmaker certainly is, and fun is never out of date.  We’’ll sample some of its 
scenes and also those from the other two plays. Lots of room for discussion. A little help from DVDs. 
We’ll begin with Our Town. Texts for the remaining plays will be supplied. Larry Mansier is a retired 
English and drama teacher. 

   The Supreme Court: The Warren, Burger and Rehnquist Courts 
6 Sessions: Pennington Presbyterian Church…Wednesdays, October 12, 19, 26 & November 2, 9  16…..1 p.m. 
 We continue a chronological look at the Supreme Court, but enrollment in previous classes is not 
required. We begin with Earl Warren as Chief Justice, appointed by President Eisenhower, but one of the 
most liberal justices ever. We’ll consider Brown v. Board of Education, critical First Amendment cases 
(free speech, press and religion), the right to an attorney and the right to remain silent. Under Warren 
Burger, a much more conservative Chief Justice, the Court had the task of providing details on how to 
enforce these rights, plus the “new” right to privacy in Roe v. Wade, and President Nixon’s Watergate 
tapes. William Rehnquist’s impact was felt for 14 years before his promotion to Chief Justice from 1986 
to 2005, when the Court became even more conservative. Course leader is Madeleine Mansier, who 
argued a case in the Supreme Court. 

 Roots of the American Revolution 
4 Sessions: Pennington Presbyterian Church…Thursdays, October 13, 20, 27 & November 3…..1 p.m. 
 This is a comprehensive overview of how the American Revolution developed.  Not only the 
reaction to British government, but several other aspects will be considered: Religious (including the 
Great Awakening and how it affected colonial people - not just a single church ), Philosophies (including 
those of the Enlightenment - not just a single truth),  Native American (Iroquois League and the general 
orientation of other Eastern Natives, such as the Lenape, to governance),  Literary work (such as Robert 
Burns poetry and other works such as those printed by Benjamin Franklin), Social/political (including 
typical songs, dances and gatherings), Physical (including crop and animal development).  In addition to 
discussions, images and sounds will be experienced to help develop a comprehensive picture of the 
times leading to The Revolution. Course leader is Bill Guthrie, PhD. Professor Emeritus, Rider University 

 


