TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL
MERCER COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
RE S 0 L U T I 0 N #21-111
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL, MERCER COUNTY,
URGING REFORM OF THE PROCEDURES
FOR DEVELOPING AFFORDABLE HOUSING
IN THE STATE
WHEREAS, The Mount Laurel series of cases recognized that the power to zone

carries a constitutional obligation to do so in a manner that creates a realistic opportunity for
producing a fair share of the regional present and prospective need for housing low- and
moderate-income families; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Hopewell supports the goals of the Mount Laurel cases

and recognizes the need for all communities to provide affordable housing; and
WHEREAS, the Supreme Court's 2015 Mount Laurel IV decision, which addressed the

Council on Affordable Housing (COAH)'s failure to adopt approved third-round substantive
rules for calculation of affordable housing needs and criteria for satisfaction of needs, held that
henceforth "towns seeking affirmative declarations that their zoning actions put them in
compliance with Mount Laurel obligations ... must subject themselves to judicial review for
constitutional compliance"; and
WHEREAS, in December 2015, Hopewell Township submitted its preliminary

affordable housing matrix to the jurisdiction of the court, and subsequently in a unanimous,
bipartisan vote in July 2017, affirmed an Affordable Housing Plan with Fair Share Housing
Center and most of its intervenors; and
WHEREAS, the Court validated this plan via a Fairness Hearing in August 2017 and a

Compliance Hearing in December 2017, and two years later, in 2019, Hopewell Township
obtained its final amended third round judgment of compliance and repose without conditions;
and
WHEREAS, even now, two years after its affordable housing plan was approved by

the court, Hopewell Township continues to defend its plan in costly court battles brought by
objectors; and
WHEREAS, the costly and time consummg litigation now required to achieve

affordable housing can and should be avoided, and a viable administrative process restored, as

suggested by the Supreme Court when it concluded its Mount Laurel IV decision, writing: "In
conclusion, we note again that the action taken herein does not prevent either COAH or the
Legislature from taking steps to restore a viable administrative remedy that towns can use in
satisfaction of their constitutional obligation. In enacting the FHA, the Legislature clearly
signaled, and we recognized, that an administrative remedy that culminates in voluntary
municipal compliance with constitutional affordable housing obligations is preferred to
litigation that results in compelled rezoning .... It is our hope that an administrative remedy will
again become an option for those proactive municipalities that wish to use such means to obtain
a determination of their housing obligations and the manner in which those obligations can be
satisfied" [In re Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96 & 5:97 ex rel. New Jersey Council on Affordable
Hous., 221 N.J. 1, 34 (2015)]; and

WHEREAS, the State's fourth round of affordable housing is scheduled to commence
in July, 2025.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the
Township of Hopewell, Mercer County, urges the Governor and the Legislature to, in the words
of the Supreme Court, "restore a viable administrative remedy that towns can use in satisfaction
of their constitutional obligation," so that towns can provide for their fair share of affordable
housing without having to resort to the courts; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Hopewell Township Clerk shall send a copy
of this Resolution to Governor Phil Murphy, Lieutenant Governor Sheila Y. Oliver, Senate
President Stephen M. Sweeney, Assembly Speaker Craig J. Coughlin, Senator Shirley Turner,
Assemblywoman Verlina Reynolds-Jackson, and Assemblyman Anthony S. Verrelli.

Date Adopted: March 22, 2021

CERTIFICATION
I, Laurie E. Gompf, Municipal Clerk, of the Township of Hopewell, County of Mercer, State
of New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the
Township Committee at the special meeting held on the 22"d day of March, 2021, via Zoom
Video Communications.

Laurie E. Gompf, RMC, CMC
Municipal Clerk

